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Travel California! We’re pleased you have selected our beautiful state
and hope you enjoy the rich experiences possible in California.

From the scenic coasts through the majestic Sierra
Nevada to the dramatic desert terrain, this guide will
help you navigate between California’s hot spots and
enjoy hidden treasures off the beaten path. BP and its
1,200 ARCO gas stations would like to be a part of your
journey. ARCO stations are located across California
and we hope you will stop in on your travels. Many of
ARCO locations also have ampm convenience stores
where you can pick up your favorite food and beverage
items for your journey.

Wherever you go, you’ll find the hospitality and
spirit that are decidedly Californian. So hit the open
road for an adventure you’ll never forget!

Sincerely,

Bob Malone
Regional President, BP

Caroline P. Beteta
Executive Director 
California Travel & Tourism Commission

California Traveler,
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A Taste of Wine Country

ON THIS TOUR, visitors will find some of
California’s best-known wine regions. Most
wineries are open daily year-round for tast-

ings. The pastoral countryside and quaint villages
make this a delightful area to visit. 
Suggested time:  2 days.

START. SAN FRANCISCO. Begin your tour at the
California Welcome Center, PIER 39 (page 49).
Travel Hwy. 101 north to San Rafael where
Mission San Rafael Arcángel, the 20th of 21 his-
toric missions, was founded in 1817. Continue
north on Hwy. 101 to…
� 41 mi. (66 KM.) PETALUMA. This quaint river town
includes stately Victorian-era homes and modern-
day factory outlets. Take Hwy. 116 east to reach
Petaluma Adobe SHP. This restored rancho,
established in 1834, is an excellent example of
California life during the Mexican reign. Continue
east on Hwy. 116 to Hwy. 12 north to…
� 17 mi. (27 KM.) SONOMA. Site of the “Bear Flag
Revolt” in 1846. Sonoma SHP includes the last
and northernmost of California’s missions —
Mission San Francisco Solano. The city plaza, laid
out by General Vallejo in 1835, is surrounded by
the largest collection of Mexican-era adobes north
of Monterey. Superb wineries and luxurious spas
are located nearby, along with Vallejo’s lovely
Victorian home.  Valley of the Moon Highway
(Hwy. 12 – a designated scenic highway), offers
picturesque views. Continue on Hwy. 12 north to…
� 7 mi. (11 KM.) GLEN ELLEN. Turn off for a visit to
Jack London SHP—his farmhouse, House of
Happy Walls, museum, Wolf House ruins, and
the lake area. Continue northwest on Hwy. 12,
past Annadel SP, to…

� 18 MI. (29 KM.) SANTA ROSA. Take time to explore
the nearby Russian River wine region. More than
80 wineries are clustered along the river’s banks.
Hike the nature trail in Armstrong Redwoods SR
near Guerneville. The region features romantic inns
and delicious food. Travel north on Hwy. 101 past
Windsor and Healdsburg, to…
� 23 mi. (37 KM.) GEYSERVILLE. Here you can hire a
horse and wagon to tour the local wineries. Turn
southeast at Geyserville onto Hwy. 128, passing
Robert Louis Stevenson SP, to…
� 24 mi. (38 KM.) CALISTOGA. Discovered long ago
by the Wappo Indians, this renowned spa area
offers visitors soothing mineral bath facilities,
along with glider and hot air balloon flights.
Nearby, California’s own “Old Faithful” geyser
erupts approximately every 45 minutes and is one
of only three “Old Faithfuls” in existence. Take
Hwy. 29 south, past Bothe–Napa Valley SP and
Bale Grist Mill SHP, and continue to…
� 9 mi. (14 KM.) ST. HELENA. Visit the Silverado
Museum which contains memorabilia of author
Robert Louis Stevenson, including first editions,
original manuscripts, and photographs. Continue
south on Hwy. 29, past Rutherford, to…
� 10 mi. (16 KM.) YOUNTVILLE. Visit the Napa Valley
Museum and Vintage 1870, a century-old brick
winery that houses restaurants, art galleries, and

Ballooning in Napa Valley
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shops. Tour the numerous wineries in the area or
enjoy a hot air balloon ride. Continue to…
� 10 mi. (16 KM.) NAPA. Much of this charming city
features Victorian-era architecture. Enjoy gourmet
dining year-round, aboard the Napa Valley Wine
Train. Lavishly restored 1915 Pullman dining and
lounge cars carry you on a three-hour passage.
The American Center for Wine, Food & the Arts
is the world’s leading cultural center dedicated to
the discovery, understanding and celebration of
wine, food and the arts. Take Hwy. 29 south to
Hwy. 37 east to Vallejo, home of Six Flags Marine
World, America’s only combination wildlife park,
oceanarium, and theme park. Hwy. 37 intersects
with I-80 just south of Vallejo. I-80 west will
return you to…
� 36 mi. (58 KM.) SAN FRANCISCO.

The Redwood Empire

THE REDWOOD EMPIRE stretches more than 400
miles along the North Coast of California,
north of San Francisco to the Oregon border.

Enjoy spectacular scenery, including rugged coast-
line, majestic redwood forests, lush valleys, and
premier wine regions. Suggested time: Several days.

START. SAN FRANCISCO. Visit the California Welcome
Center, PIER 39 (page 49). Depart San Francisco
via Hwy. 101/1, north, crossing the legendary
Golden Gate Bridge to…
� 6 mi. (10 KM.) SAUSALITO. This picturesque bayside
village is brimming with shops, galleries, restau-
rants, and accommodations. Visit the Bay Model
Visitor Center or view the floating houseboat
colony along Sausalito’s waterfront. Daily ferry ser-
vice links Sausalito to San Francisco. The Tiburon
Uplands Nature Preserve offers a .7-mile looped
hiking trail, and, nearby, birdwatchers can visit the
11-acre, bayside Audubon Center and Sanctuary.
Offshore lies the 740-acre Angel Island SP. Access
to this mountainous island is provided by ferry at
nearby Tiburon, a posh seaside community.

Return to Hwy. 101/1 and continue north.
At Marin City, take Hwy. 1 west to Stinson Beach.
This hilly route provides sweeping ocean vistas.
For spectacular views, drive to the top of 2,571-
foot Mt. Tamalpias SP; camping and picnicking
are available. Nearby is Muir Woods NM, a prime
preserve of coastal redwoods. Continue west on
Hwy. 1 to reach Muir Beach; then turn north to…
� 14 mi. (22 KM.) STINSON BEACH. A seaside resort

great for picnicking and swimming. About three
miles north is the Audubon Canyon Ranch, a
l,000-acre bird sanctuary. March through mid-
July, visitors get close-up views of great blue
herons and egrets, which live in the Bolinas
Lagoon. Continue north on Hwy. 1 to…
�14 mi. (22 KM.) OLEMA. The gateway to Point Reyes
National Seashore is situated on an isolated penin-
sula. Nearby, the park’s visitor center serves as
park headquarters and information center for the
140 miles of trails that can be explored here.
Enjoy the long, windswept beaches, breathtaking
ocean vistas, and the wealth of marine and bird
wildlife. More than 300 species of birds and 72
species of mammals make their homes in this pro-
tected preserve. From Olema, drive north to…
� 2 mi. (3 KM.) POINT REYES STATION. A good place
for a hearty meal or an overnight stay in one of
the town’s quaint B&Bs. Farther out is the quiet
community of Inverness, which also contains cozy
inns and restaurants. Tomales Bay SP lies four
miles north — unwind along its sheltered coves
or tidal marshes, picnic, or camp. From Point
Reyes Station continue on Hwy. 1 north, passing
through the town of Marshall, with nearby com-
mercial oyster beds. Drive on to…
� 17 mi. (27 KM.) TOMALES. Just before reaching
Tomales, Hwy. 1 turns inland, then veers west
again near pastoral Valley Ford. Continue west to…
� 15 mi. (24 KM.) BODEGA BAY. This scenic fishing
port is a good area for picnicking or camping.
Hillside and waterfront lodgings and restaurants
abound. Continue north on winding Hwy. 1 to
Sonoma Coast SB, where campsites are available
at Bodega Dunes and Wright’s Beach. Drive
north on Hwy 1 to…
� 11 MI. (18 KM.) JENNER. Picturesque village over-
looking Goat Rock Beach—where the Russian
River meets the Pacific Ocean—a sanctuary for
more than 200 spotted harbor seals. Continue
north on Hwy. 1 to…
� 9 mi. (14 KM.) FORT ROSS SHP. This reconstructed
fort contains a chapel, stockade, and comman-
dant’s headquarters of the fur-trapping Russian-
American Company (1812–1841). The park is
wheelchair-accessible. Four miles north, Salt
Point SP’s habitats range from an underwater
reserve to inland mountains 1,000 feet above sea
level. Two miles farther is Kruse Rhododendron
SR. In the spring, acres of pink, wild rhododen-
drons bloom amidst fragrant fir and bay trees.
Continue north along untamed portions of the
coast to…
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� 24 mi. (38 KM.) GUALALA. Settled in the 1860s,
offers superb food and shelter including a
unique, Russian-style inn. Proceed north through
Anchor Bay to…
� 14 mi. (22 KM.) POINT ARENA. A public pier and
boat-launching facility serve both commercial
fishermen and sportfishing enthusiasts. The his-
toric Point Arena Lighthouse, built in 1870, is
one-mile north. Continue north to Manchester
SP (camping); and Elk, Albion, situated at the
mouth of the Albion River, and Little River,
where Van Damme SP and Pygmy Forest
Preserve are located. Take Hwy. 1 north to…
� 37 mi. (59 KM.) MENDOCINO. Lumbermen from
Maine settled this village in the mid-19th century.
Since the 1960s, Mendocino has been known as a
thriving arts colony. Mendocino Headlands SP is
a good whale-watching site. Just north of
Mendocino is Russian Gulch SP, Caspar
Headlands SB, and Jug Handle SR, all with ocean
frontage. Partake of the areas many exceptional
restaurants, accommodations, and nearby winer-
ies. Continue north on Hwy. 1 to…
� 10 mi. (16 KM.) FORT BRAGG. This 150-year-old
coastal lumber town is the headquarters of the
California Western Railroad “Skunk” Trains. The
former logging railroad offers scenic excursions
to the town of Willits, 40 miles inland. The
ornate Guest House Museum, built in 1892 by
the reigning lumber company to accommodate
visitors, contains logging, shipping, and local his-
tory exhibits. Noyo Harbor and the 47-acre
Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens are especial-
ly lovely in the spring when the rhododendrons
bloom. North of Fort Bragg is MacKerricher SP,
with more than 100 oceanside campsites, and a
small lake for fishing and boating. Continue
north on Hwy. 1 through the communities of
Westport and Rockport. Hwy. 1 now turns inland

to join Hwy. 101 (the Redwood Highway) at…
� 46 mi. (74 KM.) LEGGETT. Leggett marks the offi-
cial start of your journey through vast preserves
of towering coastal redwoods. Experience the
ultimate driving tour at Drive-Thru-Tree Park.
The 315-ft-tall Chandelier Tree has an opening
large enough for cars to drive through. The
Standish-Hickey SRA and Smithe Redwoods SR
are located in this area. Continue north 11 miles
to the 1500-acre Richardson Grove SP, with
campgrounds along the Eel River. Drive north on
Hwy. 101 to…
� 22 mi. (35 KM.) BENBOW. The Tudor-style
Benbow Inn, built in the 1920s and a designated
National Historic Landmark, is adjacent to
Benbow Lake SRA. Continue north to…
� 2.5 mi. (4 KM.) GARBERVILLE/REDWAY. The gateway
to California’s Lost Coast, Sinkyone Wilderness
SP, and King Range National Conservation Area.
Drive north to…
�6 mi. (10 KM.) PHILLIPSVILLE. Exit to travel the
Hwy. 254 scenic bypass, aptly named “The
Avenue of the Giants.” The road leads past mas-
sive groves of ancient forest giants in Humboldt
Redwoods SP. The park features campgrounds,
and a visitor center at Weott, 17 miles north of
Garberville. “The Avenue of the Giants” ends
near Pepperwood; return to Hwy. 101 and con-
tinue north to…
� 35 mi. (56 KM.) SCOTIA. Tour the largest redwood
lumber mill in the world at Scotia, a company-
owned lumber town constructed entirely of red-
wood. An outdoor museum of logging and rail-
road equipment is located here. Visit the
Demonstration Forest in summer. Continue north
on Hwy 101 to…
� 13 mi. (21 KM.) FORTUNA. Visit the 1893 historic
railroad depot and museum among the redwood
groves in Rohnerville Park, just off Main St.

Elk roaming the Point Reyes National Seashore
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Continue north, exiting west at Fernbridge to
cross the Eel River to reach…
� 7 mi. (11 KM.) FERNDALE. A charming Victorian-
era village graced with 19th-century homes, the
most lavish of which is the Gingerbread Mansion.
Don’t miss the Kinetic Sculpture Race Museum.
Drive back over the 84-year-old arched concrete
Fernbridge, which spans the Eel River, return to
Hwy. 101, and continue north to…
� 18 mi. (29 KM.) EUREKA. The North Coast’s
largest city includes the elaborate Carson
Mansion and more than 100 preserved Victorian-
era homes. The Old Town Historic District, on
Humboldt Bay, features boutiques, art galleries,
Humboldt Cultural Center, and antiques. Nearby
Fort Humboldt SHP features logging and fort
history and Native American artifacts. This par-
tially restored 1850s U.S. military post was
General Grant’s station before the Civil War. It
Continue north on Hwy. 101 to...
�10 mi. (16 KM.) ARCATA. This colorful community
was founded as a mining supply center. Just north
of town is a California Welcome Center (page 49)
and Humboldt State University. Drive north on
Hwy. 101 to Trinidad, a salmon-fishing center dis-
covered by a Portuguese navigator in 1595, Patrick’s
Point SP, and Humboldt Lagoons SP, to…
� 35 mi. (56 KM.) ORICK. Gateway to Redwood NP.
The park encompasses 110,000 acres in
Humboldt and Del Norte counties, contains
eight miles of coastal roads, 56 miles of trails, and
three major state parks. Nearby in Prairie Creek
Redwoods SP, Roosevelt elk graze in an open
prairie. Revelation Trail, is completely accessible
for wheelchairs and hikers with sight impair-
ments. Farther north is the Del Norte Coast
Redwoods SP and Jedediah Smith Redwoods SP.
From Orick travel north on Hwy. 101 to…
� 18 mi. (24 KM.) KLAMATH. The famed Klamath
River attracts anglers to fish for steelhead and
king salmon. Just north of Klamath, the towering
statue of Paul Bunyan greets visitors at the Trees
of Mystery, which features a gondola skytrail
through the forest canopy. The End of the Trail
Museum offers one of the world’s largest private
collections of Native American artifacts.
Continue north on Hwy. 101 to…
� 18 mi. (29 KM.) CRESCENT CITY. Northern gateway
to Redwood NP. Launching facilities, boat
rentals, charter fishing vessels, and bait and tackle
shops are all here. Located some 200 yards off-
shore is the 1856 Battery Point Lighthouse. A
museum displays antique clocks, photographs of

shipwrecks, and the original beacon. From
Crescent City, return south via Hwy. 101 to…
� 218 mi. (349 KM.) WILLITS. Eastern terminus of
the “Skunk” Train, offering half-day train excur-
sions through redwood forests and scenic
canyons to Fort Bragg. Frontier heritage is
reflected in the historic homes and storefronts.
Drive south on Hwy. 101 to…
� 22 mi. (35 KM.) UKIAH. Outstanding attractions
include the Grace Hudson Museum and Sun
House, an art history and Pomo Indian museum,
and Vichy Mineral Springs, North America’s only
naturally carbonated hot springs. Northeast, Lake
Mendocino, offers boating, swimming, fishing,
campsites, and picnicking. Continue on Hwy. 101
south to…
� 14 mi. (22 KM.) HOPLAND. Home of Mendocino
Brewing Company the first brewpub in
California. Winery tasting rooms, restaurants, and
shops offer many homegrown local products.
Drive south on Hwy. 101 to…
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� 16 mi. (26 KM.) CLOVERDALE. Once a citrus grow-
ing region, today wineries abound. However,
there’s still a Citrus Fair each February. A histori-
cal museum, restaurants, and lodging are here.
South on Hwy. 101 is Asti, a winery village
founded as a cooperative community by Italian-
Swiss immigrants. Winery tours and Russian
River canoe launching sites are nearby. Continue
on Hwy. 101 south, past Geyserville, to…
� 16 mi. (26 KM.) HEALDSBURG. A top winemaking
region, there are more than 50 wineries within 15
minutes of town. Surrounding downtown Plaza
Park are restaurants, shops, inns, a town muse-
um, and the Sonoma County Wine Library.
Continue on Hwy. 101 south to…
� 15 mi. (14 KM.) SANTA ROSA. Santa Rosa’s historic
Railroad Square, filled with antique shops and
restaurants, is built around a stone railroad depot
built in 1905. The gardens of plant wizard Luther
Burbank, who lived and worked here, are now a
city park. The Sonoma County Museum, located
in Santa Rosa’s restored 1910 post office building,
houses a collection of cultural, historic, and artis-
tic exhibits. Traveling south on Hwy. 101, plan a
side trip to Sebastopol, located just west of Santa
Rosa on Hwy. 12. This apple-growing center fea-
tures an old-fashioned downtown and an ornate
Buddhist temple. Rejoin Hwy. 101 and drive
south to…
� 7 mi. (11 KM.) ROHNERT PARK. For statewide travel
information visit the California Welcome Center
(page 49) located inside the Sonoma Country
Wineries Association. Continue south on Hwy.
101 to…
� 5 mi. (8 KM.) PETALUMA. Scenes from “American
Graffiti” and “Peggy Sue Got Married” were
filmed here. Take a self-guided tour of the 1800s
iron-front buildings and Victorian homes. On the
outskirts of town is one of California’s largest

adobe structures, preserved in the Petaluma
Adobe SHP. Go south through Novato and San
Rafael, to…
� 32 mi. (51 KM.) SAN FRANCISCO.

Cruisin’ the Bay 

THE SAN FRANCISCO bay area captures the
hearts and imaginations of all who visit.
This scenic drive around the bay offers

urban splendor and natural wonders to historical
treasures. Suggested time: several days.
START. SAN FRANCISCO. Begin your journey at
Fisherman’s Wharf, where San Francisco’s mar-
itime history comes to life amid sidewalk vendors
and fresh seafood stands. Liz Taylor, Leonardo
DiCaprio, Jackie Chan and 277 other celebrities
are immortalized at the Wax Museum. Browse
through two levels of waterfront shops and attrac-
tions at PIER 39. Stop by the California Welcome
Center for statewide information. Enjoy a cruise
to Alcatraz Island, or watch hundreds of sea
lions—who now call the pier home—bark and
frolic. Ride a cable car to Chinatown, indulge in
upscale shopping at Ghirardelli Square or enjoy
panoramic views of the city, the bay and the
Golden Gate Bridge from the top of Coit Tower.
Drive east along The Embarcadero, a scenic
waterfront route that leads to San Francisco’s
bustling Financial District. Follow the signs to the
Bay Bridge (I-80 east), which will take you over
the bay to…
� 13 MI. (21 KM.) BERKELEY. Visit the vibrant and
spirited campus of the University of California,
Berkeley, pamper yourself at the historic
Claremont Resort and Spa, or enjoy lunch at Alice
Waters’ famously innovative Chez Panisse—the
restaurant that pioneered California cuisine. Then
browse through specialty shops along the fashion-
able Fourth Street shopping promenade before
continuing on I-80 west to I-580 east to … 
� 5 MI. (8 KM.) OAKLAND. Enjoy cuisine and shop-
ping from around the world along edgy
Lakeshore and Grand avenues. Take a stroll
around Lake Merritt, home to Children’s
Fairyland, a bird estuary, a nature center and even
singing gondoliers. Drive through downtown
Oakland, past the majestically restored Art Deco
Paramount Theatre, to Jack London Square,
named for the famous author, who spent his early
years in Oakland. Drive south along the water-
front, and turn right onto the green Park StreetBattery Point Lighthouse, Crescent City
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is graced with stately Craftsman homes as well as
ornate Victorians. Continue on I-880 south past
Fremont to…
� 38 MI. (61 KM.) SAN JOSE. Known as “The Capital
of Silicon Valley.” The state-of-the-art  Tech
Museum of Innovation shares how technology
shapes every aspect of our lives. Now Northern
California’s largest city, San Jose’s revitalized
downtown offers many dining and shopping
choices. Get all wet at Raging Waters or lose your-
self in the bizarre, 160-room Winchester Mystery
House. Continue south on I-880 to… 
� 4 MI. (6 KM.) SANTA CLARA. Discover the begin-
nings of California at the Mission Santa Clara de
Asis, founded in 1877 by Father Junipero Serra,
the eighth of 21 California missions. For movie-
themed thrills and adventure, Paramount’s Great
America will leave you breathless. Outlet shop-
ping at Great Mall of the Bay, and the Intel
Museum are a must.  Depart Santa Clara on Hwy
17 south to Campbell, once an important rail cen-
ter for exporting fruit. Historic buildings and
landmarks, such as the Ainsley House, commemo-
rate the old cannery days. Continue south on
Hwy. 17 to Los Gatos. Nestled at the foot of the
Santa Cruz Mountains, this small, picturesque
town is filled with quaint shops, cafes and restau-
rants. Along Hwy. 17, wind your way over the
Santa Cruz Mountains to Hwy. 9 north to …
� 21 MI. (34 KM.) FELTON. In the heart of the red-
wood forests of the Santa Cruz Mountains is
Felton’s Roaring Camp Railroads. Narrow-
gauge, steam-powered trains take passengers on
scenic tours that include some of the steepest
rail grades in North America. Enjoy special
events such as chuck wagon barbecues, great
train robberies and moonlight rail excursions.
Henry Cowell Redwoods SP features a nature

center, camping,  and in the winter, anglers fish
for steelhead and salmon. Go back to Hwy. 17
and head south on to…
� 7 MI. (11 KM.) SANTA CRUZ. Santa Cruz is the epit-
ome of California’s laid-back beach and surf cul-
ture. Head to the Beach Boardwalk to take a spin
on dozens of rides—including the 1924 Giant
Dipper wooden roller coaster and a 1911
carousel. Nearby, upscale Aptos combines rustic
escapism with pampering indulgence, while
charming Capitola has proudly earned the right to
call itself “California’s oldest seaside resort.”
Drive north along Hwy. 1 to…
� 15 MI. (24 KM.) DAVENPORT. Once a whaling town,
this secluded seaside community is now an artists’
enclave brimming with specialty shops, art gal-
leries and cozy cafes. Davenport offers the perfect
vantage point for whale-watching during their
annual migration, January through March. Enjoy
dramatic bluffs, mesmerizing tide pools and wind-
ing curves along Hwy. 1 as you make your way
north to…
� 23 MI. (37 KM.) PESCADERO. South of Pescadero
are two of California’s extraordinary state parks.
At Año Nuevo State Reserve, hundreds of north-
ern elephant seals come ashore every winter to
give birth and mate. Once hunted almost to
extinction, the resurgence of this protected
species has been remarkable. The mating season
continues through March, and ranger-led tours

Chinese New Year, Chinatown, San Francisco
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are offered daily, by reservation only. Established
in 1902, Big Basin Redwoods SP, California’s old-
est state park, is more than 18,000 acres of old
growth and recovering redwood forests. Continue
north along Hwy. 1 to…
� 35 MI. (56 KM.) HALF MOON BAY. This rural seaside
community is home to century-old Victorian bed
and breakfasts, scenic golf courses and an all-
American, historic Main Street. The annual
Pumpkin Festival is held every October. Nearby,
where ocean waves crash against the rocky shore,
Mavericks offers what may be the most daring
surfing conditions in the world. Continue north
along Hwy. 1 and the Cabrillo Hwy. to…
� 14 MI. (23 KM.) PACIFICA. Perched in the hills
overlooking the Pacific Ocean and San Francisco.
Fish or crab off the pier, or hike along protected
hillsides. Tour the Sanchez Adobe Historic Site,
which began life as an Indian village. From
Pacifica, take the Cabrillo Hwy., I-280 and I-101
north back to…
� 14 MI. (23 KM.) SAN FRANCISCO.

Mountain Meander

THIS 250-MILE round trip includes a lovely
drive through countryside dotted with histor-
ical sites and natural wonders. 

Suggested time: 2 days.

START. REDDING. First explored in 1828 by moun-
tain man Jedediah Smith, gold was discovered
here in 1848. The Redding Museum and Art
Center contains a fascinating collection of Native
American basketry. Take Hwy. 299 west to…
� 6 MI. (10 KM.) SHASTA. Once called “Queen
City of the North,” Shasta was noted for gold
mining. Remnants of the town are preserved as
Shasta SHP. Continue on Hwy. 299 past
Whiskeytown Lake, French Gulch, and Lewiston.
At Douglas City, take Hwy. 3 north through the
Shasta-Trinity NF to…
� 42 MI. (67 KM.) WEAVERVILLE. The 1850s Gold
Rush is alive and well in historic Weaverville.
Notable attractions include the Pay Master Stamp
Mill, Jake Jackson Museum, Trinity County
Courthouse, and Weaverville Joss House SHP—
the oldest continuously used Chinese temple in
California. Continue north on Hwy. 3 to…
� 27 MI. (43 KM.) TRINITY CENTER. On the eastern
slopes of the Trinity Alps Wilderness Area, the
community borders Trinity Lake.

Accommodations, camping, and the Scott
Museum are located here. The museum contains
memorabilia of 19th-century settlers and several
giant mining water monitors. North of Trinity
Center, along Coffee Creek, are a number of
resorts. Continue on Hwy. 3 to…
� 30 MI. (48 KM.) CALLAHAN. Once the most
important stage stop between Shasta and Yreka.
Several of the commercial buildings are still stand-
ing, including the Callahan Hotel. Drive on to…
� 12 MI. (19 KM.) ETNA. Originally known as
“Rough and Ready” and later as “Etna Mills.”
This is the gateway to the Salmon River country to
the west, as well as an entrance to the Marble
Mountain Wilderness. Continue north to…
� 7 MI. (11 KM.) GREENVIEW. A rustic village nes-
tled in Scott Valley and a rich agricultural pre-
serve. You will be delighted by the beauty of this
pastoral valley. Next is…
� 5 MI. (8 KM.) FORT JONES. Established in 1852
because of its favorable location for the pasturing
of U.S. Cavalry horses. The Fort Jones Museum is
best known for its extensive display of Native
American artifacts and crafts. Marble Mountain
Wilderness trailheads are nearby. Continue north
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� 2O MI. (32 KM.) YREKA. Still maintains some of
its Old West flavor, with much of its 1800s mining
history depicted in the Siskiyou County Museum.
The county courthouse contains a highly valued
gold display from local diggings. Nationally regis-
tered for its historic architecture, Yreka’s note-
worthy 19th-century homes are marked and
dated. At the I-5 junction, turn south to…
� 30 MI. (48 KM.) WEED. This town still maintains
its lumber heritage for which it was founded.
Seven miles north of Weed, off Hwy. 97, is Lake
Shastina, with year-round recreation including
championship golf. Continue south on I-5 to…
� 9 MI. (14 KM.) MOUNT SHASTA. Named for the
majestic mountain that dominates the region. At
14,162 feet, Mt. Shasta is visible for more than
100 miles from all directions. Lake Siskiyou and
the state’s oldest fish hatchery are nearby. To the
east is Mt. Shasta Board & Ski Park. Return to I-5
then drive south to…
� 11 MI. (18 KM.) DUNSMUIR. Gateway to the
Trinity Divide country, the McCloud River, and a
snow empire in the winter. Hedge Creek Falls
Trail is a favorite spot for photos of Mt. Shasta.
Lovely Mossbrae Falls are just north of town.
South is Railroad Park, with memorabilia of
bygone days of the railroad era. Continue south
on I-5 to…
� 6 MI. (10 KM.) CASTELLA. The home of Castle
Crags SP. Soaring to heights of 6,000 feet, the
park’s majestic crags were formed more than 170
million years ago. The Pacific Crest Trail goes east
across the park to Castle Crags Wilderness. A
mineral spring is located at a day use area on the
east side of the river. Drive south along the
Sacramento River Canyon on I-5 to reach Shasta
Lake at…

� 20 MI. (32 KM.) LAKEHEAD. A prime resort area on
the Sacramento River arm of Shasta Lake.
Campgrounds, resorts, RV parks, and houseboat
rentals, accommodate visitors. A network of roads
leads to primitive hunting and fishing country.
Continue to…
� 9 MI. (14 KM.) O’BRIEN. Services both the
McCloud River and arms of Shasta Lake. On the
McCloud side are Lake Shasta Caverns, filled with
stalagmites, stalactites, and multicolored fluted
columns. Cavern tours include a boat trip across
the lake and a bus ride to the cavern entrance.
Return to I-5, and continue to…
� 3 MI. (5 KM.) BRIDGE BAY. This is the largest
resort area on Shasta Lake, offering water-skiing,
fishing, boating, and houseboat rentals. A double-
deck bridge crosses Shasta Lake, with I-5 on its
upper deck and the Union Pacific Railroad on the
lower deck. Continue south on I-5 to…
� 5 MI. (10 KM.) PROJECT CITY. Take Shasta Dam
Blvd. to Shasta Dam vista point, which overlooks
the “Three Shastas”—Shasta Dam, Shasta Lake,
and Mt. Shasta. Shasta Dam, the highest man-
made waterfall in the world, three times higher
than Niagara Falls, dams the Sacramento,
McCloud, and Pit rivers. Tours of the dam are
offered daily. Continue south on I-5 to…
� 5 MI. (8 KM.) REDDING.

From the Capital 
to the Coast

TRAVEL FROM CALIFORNIA’S capital,
Sacramento, through rich agricultural farm-
lands, the northern wine country, and on to

the rugged Mendocino coast. Stop by sparkling
Clear Lake and the pastoral Capay Valley.
Suggested time: several days.

START. SACRAMENTO. Historic Sacramento has
been the state capital since 1854. Must-sees
include Old Sacramento SHP, where the
Discovery Museum and the California State
Railroad Museum are located, Sutter’s Fort SHP
and adjacent State Indian Museum, the
Governor’s Mansion SHP, Golden State Museum,
and Crocker Art Museum. All of these attractions
are located within a three-mile radius of the
restored State Capitol, which also can be toured.
Take I-80 west to…
� 15 MI. (24 KM.) DAVIS. Site of the University of

D
O

N
N

A
 C

A
R

R
O

LL

Downtown Weed

WWW.VIS ITCALIFORNIA.COM



10
NO

RT
HE

RN
 C

AL
IFO

RN
IA

California, Davis, and the new Mondavi Center
for the Performing Arts. The center contains a
state-of-the-art, 1,800-seat performance hall and a
versatile 250-seat studio theater. Proceed on I-80
west to...
� 16 MI. (26 KM.) VACAVILLE. “Onion Capital of
the World,” there’s an annual onion festival with
food and music each summer. The Vacaville
Museum is dedicated to preserving Solano
County history. Numerous outlet stores and the
Solano Steelheads, a minor league baseball team,
are also here. Continue on I-80 to…
� 10 MI. (16 KM.) FAIRFIELD. Home of Travis Air
Force Base and a museum of military memorabil-
ia; the Anheuser–Busch Brewery; and the Jelly
Belly candy factory. All can be toured. Return to
I-80 west, and continue to…
� 5 MI. (8 KM.) CORDELIA. Explore the antique
complex comprised of old railroad cars. At
Cordelia, take Hwy. 12/121 toward Napa. The
larger-than-life statue of a winemaker marks the
entrance to the Napa Valley wine country.
Continue on Hwy. 12/121 toward Sonoma. Look
for the magnificent Domaine Carneros Winery
mansion on your left. Five miles past the winery,
turn left on Hwy. 121; go one mile, then turn onto
Hwy. 116 west. Continue to…
� 30 MI. (48 KM.) PETALUMA. Highlights of this
river city include a self-guided tour of iron-front-
ed buildings and Victorian-era homes. Visit the
cheese factory and the restored riverfront. From
Petaluma, take Hwy. 101 north, passing through
Cotati and Rohnert Park, site of an official
California Welcome Center (page 49), to…
� 17 MI. (27 KM.) SANTA ROSA. A convenient base
for touring the surrounding wine country. Visit

Santa Rosa’s historic Railroad Square, filled with
antique shops and restaurants; and the Sonoma
County Museum. “Sonoma County Farm Trails”
signs point the way to the delectable abundance
of the region’s agricultural heartland. Return to
Hwy. 101, traveling north to…
� 16 MI. (26 KM.) HEALDSBURG. This is the hub
of one of Northern California’s top grape-growing
regions, with 50 wineries within a 15-minute drive
of town. Surrounding its Plaza Park are restau-
rants, shops, a town museum, and the Sonoma
County Wine Library. Continue on Hwy. 101
north to…
� 9 MI. (14 KM.) GEYSERVILLE. Hire a horse and
wagon to tour the local wineries. Nearby is the
Lake Sonoma Recreation Area. Continue on Hwy.
101 north to…
� 10 MI. (16 KM.) CLOVERDALE. A grape-growing
region at the crossroads of Hwy. 101 and Hwy.
128-to-the-Sea route.  A historic museum, restau-
rants, and lodging are here. To reach the coast,
take curvy Hwy. 128 west, driving through the
Anderson Valley, a colorful patchwork of pasture-
lands, apple orchards, and vineyards. The major
town in the valley is…
� 27 MI. (43 KM.) BOONVILLE. Noted for the
“boontling” language invented by the locals in the
1800s. Visit the Anderson Valley Historical
Museum in the small 1891 Conn Creek School
House. Eight miles northwest is Hendy Woods
SP, with primeval redwoods towering more than
300 feet above the valley floor. Farther on is the
Paul M. Dimmick SRA. Both parks offer camp-
sites; swim and fish in the nearby Navarro River.
Continue northwest on Hwy. 128, past Philo and
Navarro, to…
� 30 MI. (48 KM.) ALBION, a sleepy little fishing
village overlooking the sea. Turn north on Hwy. 1
and drive five miles to reach Little River, where
Van Damme SP and Pygmy Forest Preserve are
located. Continue north on Hwy. 1 to…
� 6 MI. (10 KM.) MENDOCINO. The charming New
England–style village was founded as an 1850s
logging town and is now a thriving artists’ colony.
The Mendocino Art Center provides cultural
entertainment year-round, while the Kelley House
Museum, a restored 1861 residence, features
changing exhibits and history walks. A good
whale-watching site is the Mendocino Headlands
SP. Continue north on Hwy. 1 to…
� 9 MI. (14 KM.) FORT BRAGG. This 150-year-old lum-
ber town is the headquarters of the California
Western Railroad “Skunk” Trains. The former

Old Sacramento State Historic Park
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logging railroad offers scenic excursions to the
town of Willits, 40 miles inland. At the south end
of Fort Bragg is Noyo Harbor, with charter boats
for fishing and whale watching. Nearby is the
Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens, especially
lovely in the spring when the rhododendrons
bloom. Just north of Fort Bragg is MacKerricher
SP, which offers more than 100 ocean side camp-
sites, hiking and horseback riding trails, and a
small lake for fishing and boating. To return
inland, take Hwy. 20 east, a winding, but very
scenic route through Jackson State Demonstration
Forest, to…
� 36 MI. (58 KM.) WILLITS. At the junction of
Hwy. 20/101, Willits is the eastern terminus of
the “Skunk” Trains, which offer half-day train
excursions through redwood forests and scenic
canyons to the seaport of Fort Bragg. Near the
train station is Mendocino County Museum,
with art and local history exhibits. Turn south
onto Hwy. 101; at Redwood Valley, exit east
onto Hwy. 20. This scenic route passes through
Lake Mendocino Recreation Area and the resort
area of Blue Lake, to…
� 49 MI. (78 KM.) CLEAR LAKE. This well-known
resort area is popular for fishing, boating, water-
skiing, sailing, and other outdoor recreation. Hwy.
20 curls around the northern side of Clear Lake,

California’s largest freshwater lake. The lake is situ-
ated at the base of Mt. Konocti, considered sacred
by the local Pomo Indians. Follow Hwy. 20 east,
which passes through the agricultural center of
Upper Lake and the lakeside resort communities of
Nice, Lucerne, Glenhaven, and Clearlake Oaks.

Or take the southern route around the lake
(Hwy. 29 at Upper Lake), through Lakeport, the
site of the county historical museum. Travel to
Kelseyville and visit Clear Lake SP. The park offers
swimming, fishing, and camping. At Lower Lake,
turn north on Hwy. 53 to visit the Anderson
Marsh SHP, 1,065 acres rich in archaeological sites
and bird-watching spots. Enjoy wine tasting at
local wineries in the Kelseyville, Lakeport, Lower
Lake, and Middletown areas. Continue north on
Hwy. 53 to Clearlake, a four-mile-long resort area
and starting point for tours of the Homestake
Mine, once the world’s largest, active open-pit
gold mine. Head north to intersect with Hwy. 20.
Turn east on Hwy. 20; drive 21 miles to the inter-
section of Hwy. 16. Turn south on Hwy. 16 to…
� 70 MI. (112 KM.) CAPAY VALLEY. Site of the
Capay Valley Almond Festival, held each
February. This scenic valley is checkerboarded
with pastures and almond orchards. This drive is
particularly scenic in early spring when the hill-
sides are emerald green and the many almond
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trees are covered with pale pink blossoms.
Proceed on Hwy. 16 south, passing through the
farm communities of Rumsey, Guinda, Brooks,
Capay, and Esparto. A campground is located in
the Cache Creek Canyon Regional Park, near
Rumsey, and picnicking spots are plentiful. Hwy.
16 largely follows Cache Creek, which flows the
length of the valley, and provides outdoor recre-
ation in the spring and summer. Approaching
Brooks, watch for the 1868 Canon schoolhouse,
standing alongside a magnificent oak tree even
older than the structure. Continue on Hwy. 16
east, through rich farmlands, to…
� 20 MI. (32 KM.) WOODLAND. Off Main St. is the
restored Woodland Opera House SHP. The origi-
nal structure, built in 1885, burned in 1892. It
was rebuilt in 1896 and currently offers tours and
special performances.  Don’t miss the Hayes
Antique Truck Museum. Nearby is the early 20th-
century courthouse. Return via I-5 south to…
� 15 MI. (24 KM.) SACRAMENTO.

A Glimpse of History

THIS 322-MILE round trip leads visitors from
the Shasta Cascade through some rugged and
beautiful country and revisits California’s

golden past. Suggested time: several days.

START. REDDING. From Redding, roads lead to
attractions of regional and national significance,
such as Lassen Volcanic NP, Castle Crags and
McArthur–Burney Falls Memorial state parks,
and the Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity NRA. Drive
west on Hwy. 299 to… 
� 6 MI. (10 KM.) SHASTA. Shasta is noted for its
gold mining history. In 1872, with the construc-
tion of the railroad through the Sacramento River
Canyon, Shasta’s boom days ended. Some of the
old buildings have been restored, including the
county courthouse, jail, and general store.
Continue west on Hwy. 299 to…
� 5 MI. (8 KM.) WHISKEYTOWN LAKE. An out-
standing recreational lake noted for its sailing
winds, camping, and water-skiing. A memorial to
President John F. Kennedy, who dedicated the
lake, is located nearby. Continue to…
� 8 MI. (12 KM.) FRENCH GULCH. Founded by
French miners. More than $50 million in gold was
once mined from this now slumbering-mountain
community three miles north of Hwy. 299. Return
to Hwy. 299, and continue west to…

� 28 MI. (45 KM.) DOUGLAS CITY. Located at the
junction of State Hwys. 3/299. Take a side trip via
Hwy. 3 to Hayfork, site of a Native American
massacre at the Natural Bridge. The Bureau of
Land Management maintains campgrounds at
Douglas City on the banks of the Trinity River.
Return to Hwy. 299, and turn north to…
� 7 MI. (11 KM.) WEAVERVILLE. By 1852, some
2,500 Chinese immigrants had come to find gold
in the Trinity River. Their heritage is preserved in
the Weaverville Joss House SHP, a restored 19th-
century Chinese temple. Continue northwest on
Hwy. 299 to…
� 8 MI. (13 KM.) JUNCTION CITY. Just over the hill
(Oregon Mountain Summit) is the site of gold-
mining operations on the Trinity River and
Canyon Creek. At Oregon Mountain Summit,
extensive mining operations (La Orange Mine)
were conducted in the early 1900s. One of the
former hydraulic-mining nozzles is now a monu-
ment at the summit. Continue west along the
Trinity River, passing through the quaint towns of
Helena, Big Bar, Del Loma, Burnt Ranch, and
Salyer, to…
� 47 MI. (75 KM.) WILLOW CREEK. Located on the
Trinity River, Willow Creek is noted for its salmon
fishing, swimming, rafting, canoeing, and kayaking.
This is the junction of Hwys. 299/96 (Hwy. 96 con-
tinues northeast to I-5, near Hornbrook in Siskiyou
County). Continue west on Hwy. 299 to…
� 35 MI. (56 KM.) BLUE LAKE. The western gate-
way to hunting and fishing in the Trinity Alps
Wilderness. Visit the Mad River Fish Hatchery.
Four miles farther, turn south on Hwy. 101 to…
� 7 MI. (11 KM.) ARCATA. Features many lovely
Victorian homes and commercial buildings
restored to their original splendor. Visit the Azalea

Weaverville Joss House
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SR when the flowers bloom May–July. Stop in the
California Welcome Center for statewide informa-
tion (page 49). Continue south to…
� 9 MI. (14 KM.) EUREKA. Old Town, the city’s
historic 1850s center, features restored buildings
of the Victorian era. Look for the statue of the
Old Fisherman located in the Woodley Island
Marina. Nearby is the Fort Humboldt SHP, with
a museum of early-day logging, railroad, and mili-
tary exhibits. Continue south on Hwy. 101. Turn
west on Hwy. 211 to reach…
� 20 MI. (32 KM.) FERNDALE. This preserved
Victorian-era village, established in 1852 by
Danish dairy farmers, is a State Historic
Landmark. Shops, restaurants, inns, art galleries,
and an old-fashioned mercantile fill the town’s
1800s-era buildings on Main St. Visit the
Ferndale Museum. Return to Hwy. 101, and con-
tinue south to…
� 7 MI. (11 KM.) FORTUNA. Noted for its ornate
Victorians, Fortuna is a dairy and farm center,
with tours of cider and cheese-processing plants.
The Chapman’s Gem and Mineral Museum and
The Depot Museum offer interesting exhibits.
Several miles south of Fortuna, take Hwy. 36 east-
ward to Red Bluff. Follow this route, passing
through magnificent redwood country, to…
� 29 MI. (46 KM.) BRIDGEVILLE. The road follows
the Van Duzen River. From Bridgeville to Red
Bluff, development is sparse in this rugged and
aesthetically pleasing countryside. Water, timber,
and wildlife abound. Continue to…
� 20 MI. (32 KM.) DINSMORE. The 19th-century
stagecoach station has been renovated. Continue
southeast on Hwy. 36 to…

� 5 MI. (8 KM.) MAD RIVER. This town has several
resorts. Ruth Lake, located just seven miles from
here, is an excellent site for camping and fishing
enthusiasts. Next is…
� 17 MI. (27 KM.) FOREST GLEN. Limestone cav-
erns of various depths and lengths, many unex-
plored, are located in this area. Continue east on
Hwy. 36 through the Shasta-Trinity NF to…
� 29 MI. (46 KM.) PLATINA. Once a stage stop on
the road to the famous Midas Gold Mine, whose
ruins are still visible from here to Red Bluff.
Today, cattle ranches dot the sprawling range-
lands. Drive on to…
� 48 MI. (77 KM.) RED BLUFF. A city of restored
Victorian-era homes; the Kelly-Griggs Museum
is an excellent example. South of Red Bluff, on
the Sacramento River, is the Red Bluff Diversion
Dam. The Salmon Viewing Plaza features under-
water cameras that monitor the fish ladders.
Also located along the Sacramento River is
William B. Ide Adobe SHP, a memorial to the
only president of the short-lived California
Republic in 1846. From Red Bluff, visitors can
reach the Yolla Bolly Wilderness to the west and
Lassen Volcanic NP to the east. At Red Bluff,
turn north on I-5 and travel to…
� 4 MI. (6 KM.) COTTONWOOD. Established in
1852 as a supply center for travelers on the
Oregon Trail, this rustic town still has signs of its
mining past and the thousands of Chinese
brought to work here. Its Main St. has been rec-
ognized as a historical site and remains as it was in
the early days. Continue north on I-5 to…
� 8 MI. (13 KM.) ANDERSON. This community
offers restaurants, lodging, and factory outlets.
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Anderson’s 440-acre river park provides salmon,
steelhead, and trout fishing on the Sacramento
River. Continue north on I-5 to…
� 10 MI. (16 KM.) REDDING.

The Shasta Cascade
Wonderland

TAKE YOUR TIME on this 427-mile nature tour
through the scenic Shasta Cascade region.
Suggested time: minimum of three days.

START. ANDERSON. Begin your journey at the
California Welcome Center. Then head north to
Redding, home of the Turtle Bay Museums and
Arboretum and several parks, including
Waterworks Park. Just north of Redding is Shasta
Lake, created by Shasta Dam. Tours to Lake
Shasta Caverns, on the McCloud River arm of the
lake, are available year-round. Shasta Lake activi-
ties include houseboating, camping, water-skiing,
and fishing. From Redding, take Hwy. 44 east
through Lassen NF to…
� 49 ML (78 KM.) LASSEN VOLCANIC NP (some
roads closed in winter). This is the northwest
entrance to the park, with picturesque views of
Mt. Lassen from Manzanita Lake. Traveling north
on Hwy. 89/44, the road follows Hat Creek.
Fishing opportunities prevail here. Camping and
resort facilities are available along this route.
Follow Hwy. 89 north to…
� 14 MI. (23 KM.) SUBWAY CAVES. The caves were
formed as a result of volcanic eruptions. Tours
are self-guided, and you’ll need a flashlight.
Continue north to the junction with Hwy. 299,
and go east to…
� 31 MI. (50 KM.) PIT RIVER FALLS VISTA POINT.
Overlooks the deep gorge where the falls are
located. The old steel bridge here provided a
crossing for early settlers. This scenic area is a
favorite of photographers. Continue to…
� 2 MI. (3 KM.) FALL RIVER MILLS. Named after
the lumber and flour mills built in 1872. The Fort
Crook Museum contains historic artifacts of the
area’s Native Americans and the early settlers. A few
miles farther north is the community of McArthur.
The Ash Creek Wildlife Area at Bieber provides
wildlife photographic opportunities. Continue north
through Adin and the Modoc NF to…
� 54 MI. (86 KM.) CANBY. A small rural communi-
ty serving the needs of ranchers. Go northwest

here on Hwy. 139, to…
� 42 MI. (67 KM.) LAVA BEDS NM. Follow signs on
Hwy. 139 to the southern entrance of Lava Beds
NM. This unique, 460,000-acre park contains 430
lava-formed caves, cinder cones, and lava tubes.
Camping and picnicking areas are at the monu-
ment headquarters. Other services are available in
nearby Tulelake and Dorris. Return to Hwy. 139
and continue north to…
� 33 MI. (53 KM.) TULELAKE. Once covered by
100,000 acres of water, the town of Tulelake,
known as the “Horseradish Capital of the World,”
was built over reclaimed land in the Klamath Basin.
Enjoy the Tule Lake and Lower Klamath national
wildlife refuges, where six million waterfowl travel
through on their annual migrations. Self-guided
auto tours allow visitors to see a variety of wildlife,
including a large concentration of wintering bald
eagles. Several miles north of Tulelake on Hwy.139,
head west on Hwy. 161 to…
� 25 MI. (40 KM.) DORRIS. This short highway
section, separating California and Oregon passes
through the Lower Klamath National Wildlife
Refuge, the first national waterfowl refuge, creat-
ed by President Theodore Roosevelt in 1908.
Dorris is two miles south of the junction of Hwy.
97 and Hwy. 161. Go south on Hwy. 97 to…
� 11 MI. (18 KM.) MACDOEL.Principally a farming
community in the heart of Butte Valley. Several
miles west is the Butte Valley Wildlife Area and
Juanita Lake. 

After Mt. Hebron Summit, the road drops
to the Grass Lake wetlands. A vista point, located 
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one mile south of Grass Lake, provides a
panoramic view of the north slopes of Mt. Shasta
(elev. 14,162 feet). Traveling south on Hwy. 97,
look for the turnoff leading to Lake Shastina.
Return to Hwy. 97, and travel through the
Kalamath NF to…
� 40 MI. (64 KM.) WEED. Located at the junction
of Hwy. 97 and I-5, this community was estab-
lished as a lumber town and maintains that role
today. Hwy. 97 ends at Weed. Take I-5 south to…
� 9 MI. (14 KM.) MOUNT SHASTA. Once named
Sisson for its founder, the mighty mountain domi-
nated and the city assumed the name of the majes-
tic peak, which is visible for more than 100 miles
from all directions. Winter recreation abounds at
Mt. Shasta Board and Ski Park, 11 miles west of
Mount Shasta off Hwy. 89. To the west is the
Trinity Divide, with more than 50 lakes in the
area. South of Mt. Shasta, at the junction of I-5,
take Hwy. 89 southeast to…
� 10 MI. (16 KM.) MCCLOUD. Facing the south
slope of Mt. Shasta, McCloud is primarily a recre-
ational community and serves as the headquarters
for McCloud River fishing and camping. Vestiges
of an earlier time are found in the gaslights and
wooden sidewalks along Main Street. Dine aboard
the vintage 1912 railcars of the Sunset Dinner
Train. Continue southeast on Hwy. 89 to…
� 39 MI. (62 KM.) MCARTHUR–BURNEY FALLS
MEMORIAL SP. The 129-foot-high waterfall is sup-
plied by water from underground springs located
above the falls. Activities at the park and adjacent
Lake Britton include camping, swimming, water-
skiing, and fishing. Continue on Hwy. 89; at the

junction with Hwy. 299, go west to…
� 10 MI. (16 KM.) BURNEY. This full-service town
is the gateway to Lassen Volcanic NP to the south
and McArthur–Burney Falls Memorial SP and
Lake Britton to the north. Continue southwest on
Hwy. 299, past Montgomery Creek, to…
� 32 MI. (51 KM.) INGOT. Remnants of the early
1900s-era mining operations are visible along Cow
Creek. The mines of Ingot yielded gold, silver,
lead, copper, and zinc. Return to…
� 18 MI. (29 KM.) REDDING.

Outdoor Adventures
EXPLORE THE wealth of natural and historical

wonders in this “Old West” region.
Suggested time: several days.

START. RED BLUFF. This is a city noted for its well-
preserved Victorian homes, quaint Main Street,
and annual Red Bluff Rodeo. South of Red Bluff
on the Sacramento River is the Red Bluff
Diversion Dam. Follow Hwy. 36 east to…
� 43 MI. (69 KM.) MINERAL. Headquarters for
Lassen Volcanic NP. Continue on Hwy. 36
through Lassen NF to the junction of Hwy. 89,
and drive north to…
� 9 MI. (14 KM.) LASSEN VOLCANIC NP. This
national park covers 106,000 acres. From 1914 to
1917, Lassen Volcanic NP—dormant for thou-
sands of years—became active. The Lassen
Volcanic NP Road (closed in winter) passes the
devastated area, several lakes, and a largely forest-
ed area. Boiling hot springs, fumaroles, mud pots,
and other steam vents are found within the park.
Trails take visitors to lakes, peaks, and pristine
wilderness areas. From Hwy. 89 turn southeast
onto Hwy. 44 (Lassen Scenic Byway) and then
Hwy. 36 to…
� 67 MI. (107 KM.) EAGLE LAKE. Located 14 miles
north of the turnoff on Hwy. 36. The second-
largest natural lake in California, Eagle Lake is
noted for trophy-size trout. Camping, picnicking,
water-skiing, sailing, and swimming facilities are
available. Continue east on Hwy. 36 to…
� 17 MI. (27 KM.) SUSANVILLE. As the eastern
gateway to Lassen Volcanic NP, Susanville is the
terminus of the “Bizz” Johnson Trail—a 25-mile-
long hiking and riding trail that begins in
Westwood. The founder of Susanville, Isaac Roop
built a cabin, called Roop’s Fort, which still stands
here and is now a museum. Nearby is HoneyMt. Lassen, Lassen Volcanic National Park
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Lake Wildlife Area. Four miles farther east on
Hwy. 36, past Litchfield, turn north on Hwy. 395.
Drive north through Termo and Madeline to…
� 85 MI. (136 KM.) LIKELY. From Susanville to
Likely is high desert plateau country with a
unique wildlife population, including mule deer,
antelope, and chukkar. Eight miles east of Likely
is picturesque Jess Valley, the entrance to the
South Warner Wilderness. Follow Hwy. 395 to…
� 19 MI. (30 KM.) ALTURAS. Situated in the
“Valley of the Mounds,” Alturas is the hub of vast
cattle country. The historic Modoc Museum hous-
es artifacts from the Modoc Indians, early settlers,
and ranchers. Nearby is the Modoc National
Wildlife Refuge. East of Alturas, over Cedar Pass
and through Cedarville via Hwy. 299, is Surprise
Valley and Fort Bidwell, abandoned in 1892, now
a Native American reservation. At Cedarville, visit
the Bonner Trading Post. Then take Hwy. 299
west to…
� 55 MI. (88 KM.) BIEBER. The Ash Creek
Wildlife Area is located here. A naturalist is avail-
able to answer questions and provide photograph-
ic suggestions. Continue west to…
� 19 MI. (30 KM.) MCARTHUR. The site of an annu-

al county fair held each Labor Day weekend.
Continue to…
� 4 MI. (6 KM.) FALL RIVER MILLS. For local pio-
neer and Native American culture, stop by the
Fort Crook Museum. The number of streams and
lakes makes this is an excellent area for fishing.
Nearby is Ahjumawi Lava Springs SP, accessible
only by boat. Drive on to…
� 2 MI. (3 KM.) PIT RIVER FALLS VISTA POINT.
Overlooks the deep gorge and falls. This is an
excellent photo location. Drive on, and watch for
the turnoff to…
� 15 MI. (24 KM.) MCARTHUR–BURNEY FALLS
MEMORIAL SP. The park’s most prominent feature
is the 129-foot Burney Falls, described by
Theodore Roosevelt as “the eighth wonder of the
world.” A hiking trail leads from the park entrance
to the base of the falls. Just downstream from the
falls is Lake Britton, ideal for boating, water-ski-
ing, fishing, picnicking, and camping. Supplies and
lodging are available in the nearby community of
Burney. Drive west on Hwy. 299 to…
� 42 MI. (67 KM.) INGOT. An abandoned mining
community. The mines of Ingot yielded gold, sil-
ver, lead, copper, and zinc. Farther on, at the
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junction with I-5, is…
� 18 MI. (28 KM.) REDDING. Redding is home to
the Carter House Natural Science Museum—with
live animals, changing natural history exhibits,
interactive displays, and a store—and the
Sacramento River Trail, a 7.5-mile pedestrian and
bike trail. Drive south on I-5 to…
� 8 MI. (13 KM.) ANDERSON. This community
offers restaurants, lodging, outlet shopping, and a
California Welcome Center (page 49). Anderson’s
440-acre river park provides excellent fishing on
the Sacramento River. East of town is the
Coleman National Fish Hatchery. Continue south
on I-5 to…
� 4 MI. (6 KM.) COTTONWOOD. Established in 1852
as a supply center for travelers on the Oregon
Trail, this rustic town still has signs of its mining
past and the thousands of Chinese brought to
work here. Its Main Street has been recognized as
a historical site and remains as it was in the early
days, with storefronts still advertising early busi-
nesses. Continue south on I-5 to…
� 15 MI. (24 KM.) WILLIAM B. IDE ADOBE SHP.
The park is located two miles north of Red Bluff.
The first and only president of the short-lived
California Republic, William B. Ide, organized the
Bear Flag Revolt and issued a proclamation
declaring California an independent republic in
1846. The home and grounds replicate life in the
1850s. Return to…
� 2 MI. (3 KM.) RED BLUFF.

Recreation and Relaxation

AVARIETY OF spectacular scenery, as well as a
plethora of recreational opportunities, can
be found on this 300-mile tour. Suggested

time: several days.

START. OROVILLE. Formerly Ophir City, a boister-
ous Gold Rush tent town located on the banks of
the Feather River. Visit the 1856 Chinese Temple
or other historic sites and museums. A short dis-
tance away is Lake Oroville and Dam and the
Lake Oroville SRA, which features camping, fish-
ing, hiking, cycling, and boating facilities. Feather
Falls and the salmon/steelhead spawning tours at
the fish hatchery also are attractions. Drive north
on Hwy. 70 (Feather River Scenic Byway) and
Hwy. 191 to…
� 23 MI. (37 KM.) PARADISE.This quaint commu-
nity, built on a ridge between the Feather River
and Butte Creek Canyon, is noted for its natural
beauty. Antique shops, dining, and lodging are
available. Return on Pentz Rd. south to Hwy. 70
and continue northeast to the junction with Hwy.
89 through…
� 65 MI. (104 KM.) FEATHER RIVER CANYON.
Traverse the panoramic Feather River, a designat-
ed National Wild and Scenic River. It’s a photog-
rapher’s and sightseer’s dream. Drive south on
Hwy. 70 to…
� 11 MI. (18 KM.) QUINCY. Major features of this
historic Gold Rush town are the Plumas County
Museum and four-story county courthouse. It’s
also the gateway to endless recreation opportuni-
ties. Return to the junction of Hwy. 70/89, and
drive north on Hwy. 89 along the west side of
Lake Almanor. Continue north to…
� 49 MI. (78 KM.) CHESTER. At the junction with
Hwy. 36, go east to Chester. Sailing, boating, fish-
ing, camping, hiking, cycling, and golfing are
some of the plentiful attractions and activities
available. Also in the area is Butt Valley Reservoir
and Mountain Meadows Reservoir. To reach
Susanville and the recreational Eagle Lake, con-
tinue east on Hwy. 36 past Westwood along
rolling hills, valleys, and open cattle range. Or
take A21 north to Hwy. 44 west to the Hwy. 89
junction, which takes you through ample stream-
fishing areas along this wooded route to the
northwest entrance of…
� 100 MI. (160 KM.) LASSEN VOLCANIC NP. Go
south on Hwy. 89, on Lassen Volcanic NP Road

McArthur-Burney Falls Memorial State Park

R
O

B
E

R
T 

H
O

LM
E

S

WWW.VIS ITCALIFORNIA.COM



18
NO

RT
HE

RN
 C

AL
IFO

RN
IA

(road closed in winter), through the park to Hwy.
36, where you will pass glimmering Emerald
Lake, Bumpass Hell (a 1.5-mile walk to the largest
thermal area in the park), Chaos Jumbles, Dwarf
Forest, Sulphur Works, and “The Hot Rock” with
several picnic and camping areas. Continue west
on Hwy. 36 to Red Bluff (then take Hwy. 99 south
to Chico), or take Hwy. 32 southwest to… 
� 55 MI. (88 KM.) FOREST RANCH. One of the
most beautiful and lush areas in California. Many
campgrounds and streams, as well as pines, firs,
dogwoods, and other plant life abound. Return
south on Hwy. 32 to…
� 15 MI. (24 KM.) CHICO. This agricultural com-
munity, with its noted university, 3,618-acre
Bidwell Park, Bidwell Mansion SHP and down-
town murals, provides a hospitable respite for
weary travelers. The charming downtown contains
numerous shops and restaurants and provides an
opportunity to relax and explore this picturesque
college town. Hwy. 99 and then Hwy. 76 south
will return you to…
� 24 MI. (38 KM.) OROVILLE.

From the Delta 
to the Mountains

YOU’LL DRIVE THROUGH some wonderful natur-
al sights and see a wide variety of California’s
attractions in this 265-mile trip. Visit the

Delta to the Gold Country to the High Sierra.
Suggested time: several days.

START. STOCKTON. Settled in 1847, Stockton
underwent rapid growth during the Gold Rush
era when it became a supply and transportation
center for the Mother Lode. Trace the history of
Stockton and San Joaquin County in the Haggin
Museum. The Magnolia Historic District encom-
passes a variety of architectural styles in homes
dating back to the 1800s. The Delta’s 1,000 miles
of waterways wind in and around Stockton, one
of California’s few inland seaports. An 88-mile
channel connects Stockton with San Francisco.
Although a year-round destination, the rental
houseboat fleet is out in full force in the summer.
This famed California agricultural hub is home to
the Asparagus Festival each spring. Take Hwy. 4
east through farm country to…
� 50 MI. (80 KM.) ANGELS CAMP. Home of the
famous Jumping Frog Jubilee, held annually dur-
ing the third week of May. The high-curbed side-
walks of Main Street still depict the gracious
Victorian atmosphere of the Gold Rush era.
Continue east on Hwy. 4 to…
� 6 MI. (10 KM.) MURPHYS. Once “Queen of the
Sierra,” Murphys maintains its Gold Rush-era
charm. Spend a quiet afternoon at Ironstone
Vineyards, a seven-story facility featuring wine tast-
ing, a 10,000-square foot aging cavern, and Gold
Rush Museum. Continue east on Hwy. 4 to…
� 12 MI. (19 KM.) ARNOLD. A full-service moun-
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tain resort community and gateway to 6,000-acre
Calaveras Big Trees SP and the Bear Valley/Mt.
Reba ski areas. Just east of town is…
� 4 MI. (6 KM.) CALAVERAS BIG TREES SP. History
credits A. T. Down with the discovery of the Big
Trees Grove in 1852. Many of the trees are more
than 1,000 years old. The self-guided tour of the
North Grove is an easy one-mile walk. Longer
tours can be taken into the South Grove; this
much larger grove of giant sequoias remains
remote and primeval. From the park, continue
east on Hwy. 4 to…
� 28 MI. (45 KM.) BEAR VALLEY/MT. REBA. Popular
ski areas featuring both Nordic and Alpine skiing
in winter and concerts, hiking, and tennis in the
warmer months. (Hwy. 88 is open year-round.
Scenic Hwy. 4 is closed during the winter east of
Mt. Reba.) From here, Hwy. 4 continues through
the mountains of the Stanislaus NF to Hwy. 89
and…
� 34 MI. (54 KM.) MARKLEEVILLE. Nicknamed the
“California Alps,” small but recreation-packed
Alpine County features a number of resorts,
including two major ski resorts. Nearby is Grover
Hot Springs SP, famous for hot mineral baths;
fishing, hiking, and campgrounds are available.
Hope Valley is noted for colorful fall foliage.
Continue north on Hwy. 89 to the junction with
Hwy. 88, where the tour route turns left and over
8,573-foot-high Carson Pass, named after the leg-
endary mountain man Kit Carson, (check road

conditions during the winter) west to…
� 7 MI. (11 KM.) KIRKWOOD. A major year-round
resort, featuring downhill and cross-country skiing
in the winter and tennis and horseback riding in
the summer. Continuing west on Hwy. 88 past
shimmering Kirkwood Lake, popular for fishing
and boating. Drive on to…
� 4 MI. (6 KM.) SILVER LAKE. Resorts and camp-
grounds of the El Dorado NF are located here.
This is one of the major gateways to the
Mokelumne Wilderness. Continue west on Hwy.
88, passing old stage stops and way stations with
colorful names like Buckhorn, Dewdrop, Cook’s
Station, and Ham’s Station.
� 40 MI. (64 KM.) PIONEER. Another small weigh
station along this old emigrant road. Today, this
is the nucleus for several surrounding mountain

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
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residential areas. It also is the site of the lumber
company that once furnished two-thirds of the
cedar pencil stock in the U.S. Continue west on
Hwy. 88 to…
� 14 MI. (22 KM.) JACKSON. Located at the junc-
tion of Hwys. 88 and 49, this town has been a
trading center and transportation hub since Gold
Rush days. Jackson’s many 19th-century buildings,
including the Amador County Museum, provide a
glimpse into its historic past. Also notable are the
Kennedy Mine Tailing Wheels. Continue driving
west on Hwy. 88. Located a few miles south of
Hwy. 88 is…
� 23 MI. (37 KM.) LAKE CAMANCHE. This lake offers
53 miles of shoreline and more than 1,500 acres of
park, studded with oak trees and fragrant pines.
Recreation includes fishing, hiking, and camping.
Return to Hwy. 88, and drive on to…
� 5 MI. (8 KM.) LOCKEFORD. Established by the
Locke family, whose members still reside here.
Many of the old buildings have been restored and
now house antique and gift shops. Return via
Hwy. 88 to…
� 20 MI. (32 KM.) STOCKTON.

Back in Time

VISITORS WILL encounter numerous scenic
and historical attractions on this 300-mile
trip, including majestic Lake Tahoe.

Suggested time: several days.

START. SACRAMENTO. Explore Old Sacramento
SHP, the largest collection of Gold Rush–era
buildings west of the Mississippi, or the California
State Railroad Museum, the largest of its kind in
North America. Dine along the riverfront or take
a riverboat cruise. Discover the phenomenon of
California at the state-of-the-art Golden State
Museum. Tour Sutter’s Fort SHP and the State
Indian Museum, the historic Governor’s Mansion
SHP, the restored State Capitol, and the Towe
Auto Museum. Head east on Hwy. 50, and take
the Folsom exit to…
� 22 MI. (35 KM.) FOLSOM. Historic Old Folsom
is an antique collector’s dream. Nearby is the
18,000-acre Folsom Lake SRA, with camping,
fishing, and boating facilities. Follow the old Pony
Express scenic route through the foothills from
Folsom to Rescue, Lotus, and then Placerville. Or
return to Hwy 50 and continue on to…
� 16 MI. (26 KM.) SHINGLE SPRINGS. You can still
see the brick walls of the shingle mill built here in
1849; the spring flowing under it gave the town its
name. On the south side of the highway is the
Wells Fargo Express building, once a busy stage-
coach stop. Continue on to…
� 9 MI. (14 KM.) PLACERVILLE. First established
as Dry Diggins and later called Hangtown.
Placerville’s rustic buildings and narrow streets
still give the city a 19th-century look despite its
modern trappings. El Dorado County Farm
Trails feature more than 100 local farms and
ranches. Visit the restored Gold Bug Mine Park
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and the El Dorado County Museum. Turn north
on Hwy. 49 to…
� 7 MI. (11 KM.) COLOMA. The site of the discov-
ery that started the great Gold Rush. Here, in
1848, James Marshall found the first gold in
California while erecting a sawmill for Captain
John Sutter. Be sure to visit the Marshall Gold
Discovery SHP. Here you can see a monument at
the exact spot of discovery; Marshall’s restored
cabin; the Man Lee Store, now a museum; and
the restored 1800s Wa Hop Store. Return to
Placerville, and go east on Hwy. 50 to…
� 8 MI. (13 KM.) CAMINO. Camino originated as the
Seven Mile Station on the Placerville–Lake Tahoe
state route. As you continue along Hwy. 50, you
will pass other historic stage stops. Watch for the
turnoff to…
� 2 MI. (3 KM.) APPLE HILL. Apple harvest season
begins in early September, when a number of
independent growers open their farms to the pub-
lic. The Apple Hill farms are located on a moun-
tain ridge east of Placerville. Many farms feature
arts and crafts exhibits, fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles, and apple desserts for sale. Some farms
remain open until Christmas. Continue east on
Hwy. 50 to…
� 5 MI. (8 KM.) POLLOCK PINES. A junction for
the ’49ers coming over the Carson Pass. From
here to Echo Summit, you’ll pass several
entrances to Desolation Wilderness in the El
Dorado NF, a popular backpacking and hiking
area. Entrance is by permit only. Continue to…
� 27 MI. (43 KM.) STRAWBERRY. An early-day stop
that lies in a magnificent setting at the foot of
Lover’s Leap. Continue to…
� 8 MI. (13 KM.) ECHO SUMMIT. The elevation
here is 7,382 feet; in the next 10 miles you will be
descending about 1,200 feet on your way to...
� 12 MI. (19 KM.) LAKE TAHOE. Surely one of the
most beautiful lakes in the world, with its
sparkling clear water and backdrop of pine-
shrouded, snow-flecked Sierra Nevada. It is the
largest alpine lake on the North American conti-
nent. Year-round recreational opportunities
abound in the Tahoe basin, from skiing, snowmo-
biling, and snow play in the winter, to water
sports, hiking, and a variety of outdoor activities in
the summer. Continue east on Hwy. 50, through
South Lake Tahoe. The tour route goes west and
north on Hwy. 89 into national forest lands, past
spectacular Emerald Bay SP. The breathtaking
scenery continues as you pass D.L. Bliss SP,
Rubicon Point, Meeks Bay, and Sugar Pine Point

SP. At the junction with Hwy. 28, you reach the
Truckee River, the lake’s only outlet, and…
� 31 MI. (50 KM.) TAHOE CITY. On the west side of
Lake Tahoe is Tahoe City, a treasure trove of the
past. Here the Gatekeeper’s Log Cabin Museum
displays Washoe and Paiute Indian artifacts, pho-
tos, documents, and memorabilia of earlier times.
King’s Beach SRA, a day-use-only park, is located
12 miles northeast on Hwy. 28. From Tahoe City,
take Hwy. 89 north and follow along the Truckee
River for seven miles to Squaw Valley USA, site of
the 1960 winter Olympics, with its beautiful valley
and scenic tram ride. Join I-80 east through the
Tahoe NF to…
� 19 MI. (30 KM.) TRUCKEE. The historic lumber
and rail town has a restored downtown, which
depicts its 1800s Old West era. There are many
interesting shops and restaurants here to tempt
you. Return to I-80 west to Donner Lake and
Donner Memorial SP, where you can visit the
museum and monument dedicated to the ill-fated
Donner Party of 1846. Farther west on I-80 is…
� 9 MI. (14 KM.) DONNER PASS. The 7,239-foot
pass was named for a group of 87 people led by
the Donner and Reed families from Illinois, who
followed this new route to California. An early
blizzard trapped them here, and nearly half of
them starved or froze to death. Those who
escaped starvation did so only by resorting to can-
nibalism. Take the Dutch Flat exit to…
� 32 MI. (51 KM.) DUTCH FLAT. An old stage stop
and a mining town, just a mile north of Hwy. 80.
Visit buildings dating from the 1850s. Dutch Flat

Heavenly Valley, South Lake Tahoe
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was a base for 1,000 Chinese workers while the
railroad was under construction during the 1860s.
Proceed west on Hwy. 80 to…
� 12 MI. (19 KM.) COLFAX. The rustic town origi-
nated as a shipping center upon completion of the
Central Pacific Railroad in the 1860s. Proceed
north on Hwy. 174 to…
� 14 MI. (22 KM.) GRASS VALLEY. Here you’ll find
the Empire Mine SHP, with a 777-acre, hard-rock
gold mine. The nearby North Star Mining
Museum features the world’s largest Pelton wheel
and hard-rock mining exhibits. Both attractions
are full of mining equipment and artifacts from
the 1800s. If time permits, drive about five miles
west on Hwy. 20 to view the former “Republic of
Rough and Ready” (est. 1849). Once a booming
gold mine town, Rough and Ready seceded from
the Union in 1850, then quickly rejoined the same
year to celebrate the Fourth of July. A few of the
1850s structures remain in the tiny town. Return
to Hwy. 49 north to…
� 4 MI. (6 KM.) NEVADA CITY. Like Grass Valley,
this town holds a wealth of Gold Rush–era history
in its museums and old mines. The entire town of
Nevada City is on the National Historic Register,
and its downtown includes the historic Nevada
Theatre and the National Hotel. The Firehouse
Museum features early California history, includ-
ing Native American and Chinese cultural arti-
facts. Just north of Nevada City is the Malakoff
Diggins SHP, which preserves what once was the
world’s largest operating hydraulic gold mine. It
offers a view of the resultant cliffs, plus a ghost
town. Return on Hwy. 49 south to…
� 28 MI. (45 KM.) AUBURN. The original old town
is still intact, with many stone and brick buildings
that date back to the 1850s. At the county fair-
grounds, you can visit the Placer County Museum
to see many interesting displays of early-day min-
ing lore and Native American relics. Take Hwy. 80
west to return to…
� 34 MI. (54 KM.) SACRAMENTO.

Cross-County Traverse

YOU’LL VISIT NINE counties on this 300-mile
tour, with opportunities to explore historic
attractions, numerous wineries, and pic-

turesque countryside. Scenic Hwy. 49 can be
accessed from numerous roads to the east and
west, but the best way to tour the region is from
south to north. Suggested time: 5–7 days.

START. FRESNO. Go northeast on Hwy. 41,
through Coarsegold, to the Hwy. 49 junction.
Turn north on Hwy. 49 (the Golden Chain
Heritage Corridor) to the first major southern
community of the historic Gold Country…
� 47 MI. (75 KM.) OAKHURST. Fresno Flats
Historic Park contains 19th-century buildings,
including the 1870s Laramore-Lyman House, and
a collection of antique wagons. Nearby Bass Lake
offers boating, fishing, camping, and cabins.
Continue north, past Bootjack, to…
� 27 MI. (43 KM.) MARIPOSA. A gateway to
Yosemite NP. The mines surrounding this rustic
town yielded some of the richest finds in the
Mother Lode. One of the world’s largest gem and
mineral collections is on display at the California
State Mining and Mineral Museum. Visit the old-
est county courthouse still in use west of the
Mississippi, constructed in 1854, and the Mariposa
Museum and History Center, which contains an
exceptional collection of Gold Rush memorabilia.
Travel north on Hwy. 49 to…
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� 23 MI. (37 KM.) COULTERVILLE. This unspoiled
Gold Rush town once contained no fewer than 50
bars. Most are now closed, but several historic
buildings still remain. Gold Rush–era artifacts can
be found at the Northern Mariposa County
History Center and Museum. Nearby Lake
McClure and Don Pedro Reservoir are noted for
excellent boating and fishing. Continue on Hwy. 49
past Chinese Camp, where 5,000 Chinese workers
lived during the height of the Gold Rush to…
� 26 MI. (42 KM.) JAMESTOWN. This well-pre-
served “Old West” town has served as the back-
drop for hundreds of television shows and
movies, including High Noon and Butch Cassidy
and the Sundance Kid. The Railtown 1897 SHP
contains a roundhouse and rolling stock of the
Sierra Railroad. Continue on Hwy. 49 to what was
one of the richest and wildest towns in the Gold
Country…
� 4 MI. (6 KM.) SONORA. A charming Gold Rush
town surrounded by Victorian-era homes. The
town takes its name from the Mexican ’49ers who
came here to claim their fortunes.  The Tuolumne
County Museum and History Center, originally a
jailhouse built in 1857, contains a wide assortment
of Gold Rush–era artifacts. Watch for the land-
mark 140-year-old Saint James Episcopal Church.
Continue on to what was once the “Gem of the
Southern Mines”…
� 3 MI. (5 KM.) COLUMBIA SHP. In 1850, two dis-
astrous fires destroyed much of Columbia. The
residents rebuilt the town primarily of stone and
brick. Today, it is one of the best-preserved gold
mining towns in California. The town produced
more than $87 million in gold. Gold panning is
still featured here. Visit the Wells Fargo Building
and other restored buildings. Traveling north on
Hwy. 49 from Columbia, you will pass the New
Melones Reservoir on your way to…
� 14 MI. (22 KM.) ANGELS CAMP. This town was
the setting for Mark Twain’s The Celebrated
Jumping Frog of Calaveras County. Every spring,
the town re-creates the famous Jumping Frog
Jubilee during the third weekend in May. The
Angels Camp Museum features a display of
rolling stock, mining equipment, and Gold Rush
artifacts. For an exciting detour, turn north on
Hwy. 4 to reach the lovely towns of Murphys and
Arnold, quaint mountain communities. The near-
by Calaveras Big Trees SP features a preserve of
giant sequoias. Two caverns are nearby: Moaning
Cavern, a colorful limestone cavern, located
between Columbia and Murphys, and Mercer

Caverns, which showcases a large variety of natur-
al crystalline formations. Return to Hwy.49, and
continue to…
� 12 MI. (19 KM.) SAN ANDREAS. The notorious
outlaw, Black Bart, was jailed and tried here in the
courthouse (now home to the county museum
that features Gold Rush and Native American
artifacts). Enjoy works of art by local artists at the
Calaveras County Arts Council Gallery. Visit the
nearby Cave City, a cavern once used as a Town
Hall and a wedding chapel. Continue north to…
� 9 MI. (14 KM.) MOKELUMNE HILL. At one time
this now sleepy town was considered for the state
capital site. The old Hotel Leger is still in opera-
tion and was once the site of the county court-
house. Picnic in the local park and enjoy other
reminders of the days when “Moke Hill” was a
bustling town. Continue north on Hwy. 49 to…
� 8 MI. (13 KM.) JACKSON. The Amador County
Museum is here in the Civil War–era Brown
House, furnished in period antiques. Kennedy
Mine Tailing Wheels is also worth a visit. Above
Jackson, via Hwy. 88, is Daffodil Hill, ablaze with
color in early spring. Nearby is the 136-acre
Indian Grinding Rock SHP once home to the
Miwok Indians. Take Hwy. 49 north to…
� 4 MI. (6 KM.) SUTTER CREEK. Amador County,
the “Golden Heart of the Mother Lode,” pro-
duced more than half of the gold mined in the
Mother Lode. The Sutter Gold Mine is open for
underground tours. Rustic towns such as
Fiddletown, Volcano, Drytown, Amador City, and
Plymouth offer visual reminders of the Gold Rush
era. The nearby Shenandoah Valley is an expand-
ing wine-producing region. Continue north on
Hwy. 49 to…
� 26 MI. (42 KM.) DIAMOND SPRINGS. This peace-
ful community on the old Carson Emigrant Trail
was named in 1849 for its crystal-clear water.
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Restored 1850s buildings house several antique
shops. Continue to…
� 3 MI. (5 KM.) PLACERVILLE. Gallows and gold
made this town famous. The Hangman’s Tree
Saloon offers evidence of its rowdy past. Gold
Bug Mine Park preserves its gold mining heritage,
and El Dorado County’s Historical Museum dis-
plays Gold Rush–era artifacts. Outstanding winer-
ies in the El Dorado wine country welcome visi-
tors. Drive north on Hwy. 49 to…
� 8 MI. (13 KM.) COLOMA. The event that changed
the course of California’s history—the discovery
of gold—took place in Coloma on January 24,
1848. Much of Coloma is incorporated into the
Marshall Gold Discovery SHP, which features a
replica of Sutter’s Mill, the Gold Discovery
Museum, and a statue of James Marshall. The
south fork of the American River offers gold pan-
ning, rafting, and camping. Continue to…
� 20 MI. (32 KM.) COOL. This sleepy town was
once a stage stop. At the junction of Hwy. 49 and
Hwy. 193 (to Georgetown), a collection of
Western false-front buildings is visible. Drive
north on Hwy. 49 to…
� 6 MI. (10 KM.) AUBURN. A plentiful slice of
19th-century Americana is preserved in Old
Town. The Placer County Museum displays Gold
Rush history, while the stately Placer County
Courthouse is a testament to this city’s historic
past. The Bernhard House Museum, an 1850s
farmhouse and winery, is nearby and open for
tours. Nearby Folsom Lake provides water-skiing,
sailing, picnicking, and campgrounds. Travel
north on Hwy. 49 to…
� 24 MI. (38 KM.) GRASS VALLEY. Historic down-
town boasts a charming business district with
wonderful shops and restaurants. Explore Empire
Mine SHP, with the 777-acre hard-rock gold mine
and owner’s mansion. The nearby North Star
Mining Museum features the world’s largest
Pelton wheel and hard-rock mining exhibits. Both
attractions feature mining equipment and artifacts
from the 1800s.

From Grass Valley, drive about five miles
west on Hwy. 20 to view the former “Republic of
Rough and Ready” (est. 1849). Once a booming
gold mine town, Rough and Ready seceded from
the Union in 1850, then quickly rejoined the same
year to celebrate the Fourth of July. A few of the
1850s structures remain in the tiny town, includ-
ing a working blacksmith shop. Return to Hwy. 49
north, and continue to…
� 5 MI. (8 KM.) NEVADA CITY. Like sister city

Grass Valley, this picturesque town, listed on the
National Historic Register, contains a wealth of
Gold Rush–era history. The historic National
Hotel, the oldest continuously operating hotel in
the state, and the Nevada Theatre are downtown.
The Firehouse Museum features early-California
artifacts, including Native American and Chinese
items. Located off Hwy. 49, five miles north of
Nevada City, is Independence Trail, a wheelchair-
accessible trail in South Yuba River SP. Just north
is the Malakoff Diggins SHP, once the largest
operating hydraulic gold mine in California. It
offers a view of the resultant cliffs, plus a historic
ghost town. Take Hwy.49 north to…
� 43 MI. (69 KM.) DOWNIEVILLE. This historic
community was founded in 1849 as a gold mining
town. Downieville is nestled in a deep, tree-lined
canyon, alongside the Yuba and Downie rivers.
Heritage Park, located at the river forks, contains
a few original structures, including the 1852
Craycroft Building and the last original gallows in
California. The Sierra County Museum, originally
a Chinese store, contains interesting Gold
Rush–era relics. Sierra County contains 45 mile-
high lakes and some 700 miles of trout streams.
Gold panning, rafting, boating, camping, hunting,
water-skiing, and snowmobiling are popular activ-
ities in this mountain resort area. Continue north
on Hwy. 49, a state-designated scenic route, to…
� 12 MI. (19 KM.) SIERRA CITY. The historic
Kentucky Mine and Museum are located just
north of town. Continue northeast on Hwy. 49,
stopping at the summit of Yuba Pass to enjoy the
panoramic view of Sierra Valley, to…
� 18 MI. (29 KM.) SATTLEY. At Sattley, turn north
on Hwy. 89 to reach the resort town of…
� 17 MI. (27 KM.) GRAEAGLE. Surrounded by
lakes, streams, and rivers of the Plumas NF, the
Graeagle area provides a variety of recreational
benefits, including fishing, boating, swimming,
golfing, hiking, and horseback riding. Nearby is
the Plumas-Eureka SP, incorporating the historic
old mining community of Johnsville. The park
features a museum of early mining equipment and
relics, a partially restored stamp mill, a 67-unit
campground, and Gold Mountain Ski Area, the
oldest reported downhill skiing area in the
Western Hemisphere. Return via Hwy. 89 south,
passing through Sattley and Sierraville, to inter-
sect with I-80. Take I-80 west to reach the gate-
way city of…
� 153 MI. (245 KM.) SACRAMENTO.
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Steinbeck Country and
Coastal Resorts

EDGE ALONG the beautiful coastline and
through fertile Salinas Valley, the “Salad Bowl
of the Nation,” on this 300-mile drive.

Suggested time: 2 days.

START. MONTEREY. Soon after the Spanish conquis-
tador Sebastian Vizcaino set foot on the peninsula
in 1620, Monterey became one of California’s first
and most successful settlements. The city served
as the Spanish capital of Alta California until the
American flag was raised in 1846. Follow “The
Path of History” to Fisherman’s Wharf and the
Custom House (part of Monterey SHP); then visit

Cannery Row and its array of shops and restau-
rants. The Wharf, which originally served as the
pier where trading schooners from around Cape
Horn unloaded their cargo, also was a focal point
of the whaling and sardine industries. Author
John Steinbeck immortalized Cannery Row. At its
peak (from 1921–1946) 16 canneries packed more
than 240,000 tons of sardines a year. The spectac-
ular Monterey Bay Aquarium, at the west end of
Cannery Row, makes it possible for visitors to
view the intriguing undersea world of Monterey
Bay, one of the richest marine environments in the
world. One of the largest aquariums of its kind in
the nation, it has more than 300,000 marine ani-
mals and plants. Proceed west on Ocean View
Blvd. to…
� 3 MI. (5 KM.) PACIFIC GROVE. As you drive
beyond Lover’s Point Beach and Park, visit the
Point Pinos Lighthouse and the Monarch
Butterfly Sanctuary, where you can see clusters of
the butterflies from October through early March.
Drive on into the Del Monte Forest to Pebble
Beach, along the famed 17-Mile Dr. Points of
interest along this route include Cypress Point,
the Ghost Tree, and the Lone Cypress. This drive
leads to…
� 17 MI. (27 KM.) CARMEL. Stop at the many gal-
leries, restaurants, boutiques, and specialty shops
in this quaint village. At the edge of Carmel is
Mission San Carlos Borromeo del Rio Carmelo, a
restored piece of California’s Spanish history and
the final resting place of its founder, Father
Junipero Serra. After a visit to the mission, walk
on the white sands of Carmel Beach. A side trip
to the picturesque Carmel Valley is a must. Take
G-16 and Hwy. 1 east to Carmel Valley Rd. You
will soon pass several golf courses and resorts.
The valley is home to the 100-acre Saddle
Mountain Recreation Park, offering year-round
camping facilities. Hiking trails abound and wine
tastings also are available in Carmel Valley. Return
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to Hwy. 1, and drive south to…
� 4 MI. (6 KM.) POINT LOBOS SR. A well-pre-
served, almost primeval area, this is reputed to be
the setting for Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure
Island. Walk through the 1,325-acre reserve to see
tall stands of cypress sheltering hidden coves.
Docents conduct nature walks intermittently.
Continue on Hwy. 1, California’s first designated
scenic highway, across the Bixby Creek Bridge, to…
� 20 MI. (32 KM.) BIG SUR. A modern-day trading
post, where local artisans and authors sell their
works in village shops. Here Pfeiffer Big Sur SP
contains the southernmost stand of the famed
coastal redwoods. The 810-acre park includes
campsites and trailer facilities as well as picnic,
swimming, fishing, and hiking areas. Continue
south to…
� 64 MI. (102 KM.) HEARST SAN SIMEON SHM.
Hearst Castle, William Randolph Hearst’s 165-
room estate, is filled with art treasures from Spain,
Italy, France, Greece, England, and Egypt. Tours
of the castle and grounds are ranger-led; reserva-
tions are strongly recommended, call 800/444-
4445. Drive south on Hwy. 1 to…
� 9 MI. (14 KM.) CAMBRIA. This artists’ colony,
nestled in a pine tree-lined valley, is filled with
quaint inns, restaurants, and shops. Browse the
shops for handcrafted jewelry, clothing, and art-
work. Continue south on Hwy. 1 past tiny
Harmony (population 18) to…
� 16 MI. (26 KM.) CAYUCOS. The old Portuguese
fishing community of Cayucos-by-the-Sea was
founded in 1867 as a shipping point for dairy and
beef products. The town is noted for its long fish-
ing wharf and the gentle waters of Estero Bay.
Continue south on Hwy. 1 to…
� 6 MI. (10 KM.) MORRO BAY. Recognizable by the
enormous volcanic peak of Morro Rock, the west-

ernmost of nine extinct volcanoes named “the sis-
ters,” Morro Bay is filled with fishing boats, shell
shops, and seafood restaurants. Follow South Bay
Blvd. toward Baywood Park and…
� 4 MI. (6 KM.) LOS OSOS. The serene “Valley of
the Bears” is the entrance to the 8,400-acre
Montaña de Oro SP. Travel Los Osos Valley Rd.
west until it turns into Pecho Rd., which winds
through the heart of this sanctuary. Follow Los
Osos Valley Rd. east; then Foothill Blvd. east, past
the famous Madonna Inn, a landmark hotel with
109 uniquely themed rooms, to…
� 11 MI. (18 KM.) SAN LUIS OBISPO. An attractive
town with Victorian homes and site of California
Polytechnic State University. San Luis Obispo
Creek meanders through the shopping district and
past the Mission Plaza. The nearby wine country
and dramatic coastline add to the area’s attractions.
In the heart of town stands the historic Mission San
Luis Obispo de Tolosa, founded in 1772. Historical
walking tours offer visitors a chance to stretch their
legs, and hiking in the surrounding mountains pro-
vides panoramic views of the area. From here, turn
north and take Hwy. 101 inland to…
� 10 MI. (16 KM.) SANTA MARGARITA. Enjoy the
scenery along this leisurely drive toward the
Central Coast wine country. The hillsides are dot-
ted with horse and cattle ranches amid ancient
oak trees. For a detour, take Pozo Rd. to Santa
Margarita Lake. Travel north on Hwy. 101 to…
� 9 MI. (14 KM.) ATASCADERO. Protected by the
Santa Lucia mountain range, rural Atascadero is
surrounded by wineries. Attractions include
Chalk Mountain Golf Course, Atascadero Zoo,
Atascadero Lake, and the historic City Hall.
Continue north, passing through the ranching
town of Templeton, to…
� 11 MI. (18 KM.) PASO ROBLES. The rich history
of winemaking in this area dates back to 1797.
Today, the region has 39 wineries, with thousands
of acres of wine grapes. A number of the wineries
feature tasting rooms and daily tours. Continue
north on Hwy. 101, passing through the city of
San Miguel with its Arcángel Mission, to…
� 51 MI. (82 KM.) KING CITY. Drive through town
on Hwy. 101, across the Salinas River, one of the
few major rivers in California to flow north. On a
side road, about a 30-minute drive to the south-
west, lies bucolic Mission San Antonio de Padua.
Founded by Father Serra in 1771, the mission was
the third in the Franciscan chain. Lake San
Antonio is nearby; the surrounding countryside is
a beautiful spring wildflower area. Return to King
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City, and continue north on Hwy. 101 to…
� 10 MI. (16 KM.) GREENFIELD. Alfalfa fields,
orchards, berry farms, wine grapes, and chili pep-
pers surround this town.

� 10 MI. (16 KM.) SOLEDAD. The oldest set-
tlement in the Salinas Valley, this town was estab-
lished with the founding of a mission in 1791.
Later deserted, Soledad was revitalized as a dairy
community in 1874. Today it’s a major produce
center, with lettuce growing, vineyards, and winer-
ies. Los Coches Adobe, just one mile south of
Soledad, was built in 1843. Mission Nuestra Senora
de la Soledad (Our Lady of Solitude), five miles
west of the city, is a lovely oasis in the arid valley.

Twelve miles east of the city is the Pinnacles
NM, 23 square miles of unspoiled mountain
country. The monument contains remnants of
ancient volcanoes that created spectacular spires
and caves. Camping and picnicking facilities are
available. A hiking trail runs to Chalone
Campground (3.2 miles), a level walk for observ-
ing a wide variety of wildlife. From Soledad, drive
north on Hwy. 101 to…
� 9 MI. (14 KM.) GONZALES. This area is a center
for vegetable processing, vineyards, and cattle
production.
� 5 MI. (8 KM.) CHUALAR. Founded in 1874 as
part of a Spanish land grant. Continue through
the rich Salinas Valley to…
� 11 MI. (18 KM.) SALINAS. John Steinbeck’s
presence still remains in his hometown. The
National Steinbeck Center is a great interactive
museum and the Steinbeck House, the influential
American author’s birthplace, has been preserved
as a restaurant and gift shop. As the gateway to
the fertile Salinas Valley, this city is the center of a
three-county area. Agribusiness, including a bur-
geoning wine industry, is the economic mainstay;
tours are available. The city’s downtown and adja-
cent residential sections offer interesting Victorian
architecture and more than 200 acres of parks and
playgrounds. As a side trip from Salinas, drive
north on Hwy. 101 and east on Hwy. 156 to…
� 19 MI. (30 KM.) SAN JUAN BAUTISTA. This color-
ful old California community is the home of the
San Juan Bautista SHP. Near the 1779 Mission
San Juan Bautista are a number of restored early
California structures: the Plaza Hotel, built
around 1792; the Zanetta House, built for
General Jose Castro in 1825. Take Hwy. 156/101
north to…
� 14 MI. (23 KM.) GILROY. Known as the “Garlic
Capital of the World,” this city hosts a garlic festi-

val each summer. You’ll find micro-wineries and
breweries, outlet shopping, antique stores, and
historic buildings. Take advantage of the recre-
ational opportunities Gilroy provides: lakes and
reservoirs, hiking and mountain biking trails, golf,
and Henry W. Coe SP, the second largest of
California state parks. Drive south on Hwy. 101
and west on Hwy. 156 to…
� 33 MI. (53 KM.) MARINA. A pedestrian-equestri-
an-bicycle trail to Seaside begins here. Continue
south on Hwy. 1 to…
� 5 MI. (8 KM.) SEASIDE. A residential-commer-
cial community, and the site of the Monterey
Buddhist Temple. Continue on Hwy. 1 to…
� 3 MI. (5 KM.) MONTEREY.

The Enchanted Middle
Kingdom

SEE THE “Castle on the Hill” as part of this
328-mile round trip, as well as other
Central Coast points of interest. Suggested

time: 3–5 days.

START. SANTA BARBARA. Santa Barbara’s “Red Tile
Tour” leads past the stately Spanish-Moorish-style
courthouse and several old adobes to Hwy. 154.
Be sure to visit Mission Santa Barbara, known as
the “Queen” of the 21 California missions. El
Presidio de Santa Barbara SHP, El Cuartel
(Guard’s House), and Canedo Adobe are part of
the original Spanish fort on the site blessed by
Father Serra in 1782. The Padre’s quarters and
the chapel are reconstructions on their original
foundations. El Paseo is a picturesque shopping

Solvang windmill
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arcade built around an 1827 adobe home. The
Santa Barbara Botanic Garden contains 65 acres
of native trees, flowers, shrubs, and cacti. Stearns
Wharf, a restored 2,300-foot ocean pier construct-
ed in 1872, is California’s oldest working pier.
Take Hwy. 154 north, cross the Cold Spring
Canyon Arch Bridge and go down into the Santa
Ynez Valley to Hwy. 246 west, to reach…
� 30 MI. (48 KM.) SANTA YNEZ. Founded in 1882,
Santa Ynez was the principal stage stop between
the valley and Santa Barbara. It is home to the
Santa Ynez Valley Historical Society Museum and
Carriage House featuring eight rooms of exhibits
and displays on the valley’s colorful past. The 100-

acre Santa Ynez Indian Reservation, still inhabited
today by a number of families who are direct
descendents of the area’s first residents, lies on the
south edge of town. Travel west on Hwy. 246 to
Alamo Pintado Rd., which leads to…
� 5 MI. (8 KM.) BALLARD. A turn-back-the-clock
town sheltered by walnut groves and live oak
trees. The Ballard School House, built in 1883, is
still in operation. The one-room, little red school-
house is a designated National Historic
Landmark. Return to Hwy. 246 west to…
� 3 MI. (5 KM.) SOLVANG. Two-thirds of this
delightful city’s population are of Danish descent,
and the town’s windmills and bindingsvaerk walls,
typical of Danish hamlets during the Middle Ages,
are testimony to this heritage. Shops sell imported
Danish porcelain and brassware, and cafes offer
tasty Danish pastries and other Scandinavian spe-
cialties. Visit Mission Santa Ines, founded in 1804;
Elverhoy Danish Heritage and Fine Arts Museum;
and numerous gift and antique shops. Surrounding
Solvang are many of the valley’s 23 premium winer-
ies and vineyards. Travel west on Hwy. 246 to
Buellton. Then go north on Hwy. 101 to…
� 34 MI. (54 KM.) SANTA MARIA. This charming
city, famous for its “Santa Maria” barbecue, is a
good base from which to explore the surrounding
Central Coast wine country and adjacent coast-
line. Nearby Arroyo Grande has shopping and
restaurants. Continue to…
� 32 MI. (51 KM.) SAN LUIS OBISPO. Midway
between San Francisco and Los Angeles is the site
of Father Junipero Serra’s fifth mission, founded in
1772. The Ah Louis Chinese store and the gas lit
Sinsheimer Brothers store are the last vestiges of
pioneer days. San Luis Obispo Creek meanders
through the shopping district and past the Mission
Plaza. The nearby wine country and dramatic
coastline add to the area’s attractions. Pass the
California Polytechnic State University campus,
then drive north on Hwy. 1 to the coast and to…
� 42 MI. (67 KM.) HEARST SAN SIMEON SHM. The
amazing 165-room estate of Hearst Castle, on
Hearst’s 275,000-acre ranch, is filled with art trea-
sures from Spain, Italy, France, Greece, and
England. Hearst spent millions erecting the fan-
tastic structure, five-and-one-half miles up the hill
from Hwy. 1. His family presented this medieval-
like Shangri-la and its unbelievable riches to the
state in 1958 for public exhibition. Guided tours
are conducted by California State Parks.
Reservations are advised and available by calling
800/444-4445. Leaving San Simeon, follow Hwy.1 
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� 9 MI. (14 KM.) CAMBRIA. This art colony, featur-
ing unusual shops and numerous art galleries, is
located where a fragrant pine forest meets the sea.
Beachcombers can find semiprecious jade and
jasper, agates and moonstones, shells, and drift-
wood. The area is popular with surf-anglers and
board-surfers. A side trip from Cambria on Santa
Rosa Creek Scenic Dr. will take you to Paso
Robles and the Central Coast wine country. Or
you can return to Hwy. 1, and travel south to…
� 16 MI. (26 KM.) CAYUCOS. A Swiss dairy and
Portuguese fishing community, noted for its
beautiful beach and pier. Continue south on
Hwy. 1 to…
� 5 MI. (8 KM.) MORRO BAY. Called the “Gibraltar
of the Pacific” because of the 576-foot-high rock
looming over town and bay. The colorful
Embarcadero features dining, shops, fish markets,
and an aquarium with more than 250 marine
specimens from local waters. Morro Bay SP has
an 18-hole golf course, great hiking, and camping
facilities. The Museum of Natural History features
numerous displays on wildlife, tides, and other
phenomena of the sea. Nearby is the Morro Bay
Estuary, the nation’s third-largest bird sanctuary—
more than 250 species of shore birds visit here
throughout the year. Continue on Hwy. 1 south to
Hwy. 101 south to…
� 23 MI. (37 KM.) AVILA BEACH. After a long day
driving, enjoy a refreshing walk along Avila Pier
or visit the mineral springs nestled in the wooded
hillside. Travel on to Shell Beach and…
� 5 MI. (8 KM.) PISMO BEACH. With more than 19
miles of shoreline and beach, this city is touted as
the “Clam Capital of the World,” but it also is
noted for its ocean side restaurants and a mild
year-round climate. Follow Hwy. 1 south through
Grover City and Guadalupe to Orcutt, past

Vandenberg Air Force Base, to…
� 51 MI. (82 KM.) LOMPOC. This town is known as
the “Flower-Seed Capital of the World.” From
May to August, the Lompoc Rainbow Farms dis-
plays thousands of acres of brilliant petunias, pop-
pies, marigolds, and other blossoms. An annual
flower festival is held here every June. This “Flower
City” is also the site of La Purísima Mission SHP.
Continue east on Hwy. 246 to Hwy. 101; at
Buellton turn south on Hwy. 101 to reach…
� 52 MI. (83 KM.) SANTA BARBARA. From here
you may choose to continue your trip by driving
farther south on Hwy. 101 to…
� 18 MI. (29 KM.) VENTURA. Visit San
Buenaventura Mission, and to Oxnard, both
excellent recreation and entertainment areas. The
Channel Islands NP can be easily visited from
these lovely coastal cities. A visitor center at
Ventura Harbor has hands-on displays and tells
the story of the five islands that comprise the
park. Chartered boat trips are available year-
round and offer whale-watching tours. Take Hwy.
101 south to…
� 67 MI. (107 KM.) LOS ANGELES.

The Butterfield Stage Route

THIS DRIVE WILL take you through
California’s citrus belt on the historic
Butterfield Stage Route. Don’t forget to visit

the hot springs, too. Suggested time: 1 day.

START. VISALIA. Visit the California Chinese
Cultural Center then follow Hwy. 198 east to its
intersection with Hwy. 65 south. Driving through
the citrus belt, in early April you’ll find yourself
surrounded by the heady scent of oranges as you
follow Hwy. 65 south to...
� 12 MI. (19 KM.) EXETER. Well-known for its rich
farmland and roadside produce stands, this is a
good place to stop and purchase picnic supplies.
Look for wonderful murals and antique stores.
South of Exeter, Hwy. 65 intersects with Hwy.
137. Directly east on Hwy. 137, across from the
Lindsay turnoff, are trail markers commemorating
the Butterfield Overland Mail route and noting
the Fremont Trail, John Fremont’s route into
California. Return to Hwy. 65 south to… 
� 11 MI. (18 KM.) PORTERVILLE. The town stands at
the edge of the foothills of the High Sierra. The
Zalud House, on the corner of Morton and
Hackett streets, and Porterville’s historic museum

Hearst San Simeon State Historic Monument
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are both worthwhile stops. At Hwy. 65/190 inter-
section, go east on Hwy. 190 for two miles; then
take the Plano Rd. exit to…
� 2 MI. (3 KM.) PLANO. The village of Plano pre-
dates Porterville and, for a time, was the major trad-
ing center of southern Tulare County. At Ave. 116,
go east to intersect with Old Stage Rd. (or Mtn.
109). The road retraces the route of the
Butterfield stage line. Head south through Fountain
Springs and east on Hot Springs Dr. to...
� 43 MI. (69 KM.) CALIFORNIA HOT SPRINGS.
Yokut Indians originally used the springs for med-
icinal purposes, and, in 1882, a health resort was
established. A restoration of the facilities allows
visitors to soak in the hot, odorless mineral
waters. Retrace your steps west on Hot Springs
Dr. to Fountain Springs. From Fountain Springs,
head west on Ave. 56 (J22) to…
� 7 MI. (11 KM.) DUCOR. A thriving agricultural
community, Ducor’s market is located in front of
the original general store in Dutch Corners, the
original name of Ducor. Take Hwy. 65 north back
through orange orchards, to the community of
Terra Bella, famous for its delicious pistachios and
almonds. Continue north on Hwy. 65 to…
� 12 MI. (19 KM.) PORTERVILLE. Outstanding
recreational opportunities are a few miles away at
Success Lake and the Tule River. From
Porterville, head north on Hwy. 65, traveling
through Lindsay and Exeter. Three miles past
Exeter is the intersection with Hwy. 198. A left
turn will take you back to…
� 31 MI. (50 KM.) VISALIA.

Sequoia Splendor

ON THIS 243-MILE trip, visitors can enjoy the
beauty of Sequoia and Kings Canyon nation-
al parks and the surrounding areas.

Suggested time: 2–3 days.

START. FRESNO. Go south on Hwy. 99, past vine-
yards, fruit orchards, and trade centers such as
Fowler, Selma (the “Raisin Capital of the World”),
and the Swedish village of Kingsburg.
(Approximately 15 miles west, off Hwy. 99, is the
historic town of Hanford, which provides an
interesting side trip.) Continue south on Hwy. 99
past Goshen, and turn east on Hwy. 198 to… 
� 41 MI. (96 KM.) VISALIA. This pleasant city is
known as a center of agricultural production and
processing. Fields of citrus, vineyards, olives, cot-
ton, walnuts, and crops surround this peaceful
town. Mooney Grove Park, five miles south of
Visalia, contains a museum of pioneer relics, a
lake, picnic grounds, and recreational areas. Take
Hwy. 198 due east, past the Kaweah Oaks
Preserve; turn northward to edge around the
southern shore of Lake Kaweah, to reach…
� 28 MI. (45 KM.) THREE RIVERS. Named for the
confluence of the East, Middle, and South forks
of the Kaweah River, this locale affords two off-
beat side trips. One goes a couple of miles north
to Kaweah, former site of a late 19th-century
Utopian colony. All that remains is the Kaweah
Post Office, a California Historical Landmark.
Established in 1886, it’s the smallest post office in 

Tunnel Log, Sequoia National Park
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California still in operation. The
other side trip begins about four
miles north of the rivers on Mineral
King Rd. (closed in winter), a some-
times rough and always slow-paced
byway that meanders for about 26
miles to Mineral King. The road
leads to East Fork, through giant
sequoia trees and rugged mountain
terrain. Allow two hours. From
Three Rivers, continue on Hwy. 198
to…
� 7 MI. (11 KM.) ASH MOUNTAIN.
Take Hwy. 198 east through the
Sequoia NF to the southern
entrance and headquarters for Sequoia NP, where
the famed General’s Highway begins. This 46-mile
route is filled with outstanding scenery and recre-
ation. Besides the giant sequoias, along the route
are 1,493 varieties of trees, plants, shrubs, and
flowers. Wildlife includes deer, black bear, gray
fox, bobcat, raccoon, mountain lions, and more
than 233 species of birds. The road climbs steadi-
ly through former Native American domains to…
� 5 MI. (8 KM.) HOSPITAL ROCK. At this popular
picnic area, pictographs and boulders mark the
ancient Potwisha Indian encampment. Even more
impressive is nearby Morro Rock, a gigantic
monolith towering 6,725 feet. Its summit, reached
via a staircase, looks out upon extraordinary
panoramas. Tunnel Log, on the road to Crescent
Meadow, lets you drive through a huge sequoia.
Several miles before you reach Giant Forest, a
side road on your left leads to Crystal Cave, with
its fanciful marble formations (open June to
September). Drive on to… 
� 14 MI. (22 KM.) GIANT FOREST. The cathedral-
like canyons and canopies of mighty sequoias
make this section one of the most memorable of
all the Big Tree groves. Highlights include the
1,800-year-old General Sherman Tree, 275 feet
high and more than 36.5 feet thick. Don’t miss the
new 2,700 square-foot Giant Forest Museum.
Lodging and dining facilities are available at the
Stony Creek Lodge and the new Wuksachi
Village. The highway now curls northwestward.
Along the way, short roads and trails lead to
11,204-foot-high Alta Peak, Tharps Log, and
magnificent forests, with camping and picnicking
sites. Cross-country skiing is popular in the winter
and a variety of mountain activities are available
year-round. Continue to…
� 32 MI. (51 KM.) GRANT GROVE. Head north on

Hwy. 180 to Wilsonia and the General Grant
Tree. Camping and recreation sites are scattered
throughout this area. Return south and exit the
park at the Big Stump Entrance Station. Return to
the intersection of Hwy. 180 and head west, pass-
ing through Minkler and Centerville (or detour to
Reedley for an interesting side trip via road J31),
to return to…
� 55 MI. (88 KM.) FRESNO.

Lakes to Mountains

THIS 250-MILE round trip takes travelers
through an area filled with natural wonders.
Pack a picnic lunch, and don’t forget the

camera. Suggested time: 2–3 days.

START. FRESNO. Gateway city to Yosemite,
Sequoia, and Kings Canyon national parks.
Located in the heart of Fresno is 159-acre
Roeding Regional Park, with picnic facilities, fish-
ing lakes, and amusement rides; a zoo with more
than 700 mammals, birds, and reptiles, a tropical
rain forest, and a computer-controlled herpetori-
um. Another worthy outdoor destination is the
Blossom Trail, a 62-mile, self-guided tour that
weaves through orchards in bloom. The peak
period for touring the Blossom Trail is late
February through March. Two historic homes in
Fresno, restored as museums, are open for tours.
The Meux Home Museum, dating from
1888–1889, is authentically furnished with
Victorian-period antiques. The Kearney Mansion
Museum, built in 1901, is a French
Renaissance–style house containing many of the
original furnishings and wall coverings imported
from Europe. The nearby Clovis Lake Water Park
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offers water recreation for the whole family.
Fresno County is one of the nation’s leading agri-
cultural areas, with more than a million acres of
irrigated land planted in cotton, grapes, figs, and
other crops. Exit Fresno by Hwy. 41 north to…
� 20 MI. (32 KM.) JUNCTION WITH HWY. 145. If you
are planning a leisurely outing, enjoy the nine-
mile drive east to Millerton Lake SRA above
Friant Dam, which offers fishing, boating, swim-
ming, camping, cycling, and picnicking. The tour
route continues north on Hwy. 41, climbing
gradually into the High Sierra to Road 200
which becomes Road 222, and on to North Fork.
Turn right at the junction with Road 274. Here
you will find the Sierra Mono Museum, which
features an extensive collection of Mono and
Native American basketry. Continue north on
Road 274 to … 
� 8 MI. (13 KM.) BASS LAKE. This year-round
resort (elev. 3,400 ft.) in the Sierra NF offers boat-
ing, fishing, camping, and cabins. Campgrounds
skirt the southern shore of the lake, while on the
north shore you will find lodging, shopping, and
dining. Road 274 becomes Road 222 just beyond
Bass Lake. Go north at Hwy. 41 to… 
� 8 MI. (13 KM.) OAKHURST. This Mother Lode
community, a major gateway to Yosemite NP, lies
at the southern tip of the historic Gold Country.

Be sure to visit Fresno Flats Historical Park,
which contains seven 19th-century buildings and
an 1870s collection of antique wagons. Take Hwy.
41 northeast to…
� 14 MI. (22 KM.) FISH CAMP. Stop here for a four-
mile, steam-powered, narrow-gauge railroad
excursion on the Yosemite Mountain Sugar Pine
Railroad. The narrated trip travels through the
magnificent mountains of the Sierra NF over the
tracks once used for logging in the 1890s.
Continue to…
� 3 MI. (5 KM.) MARIPOSA GROVE JUNCTION. Just
past the southern border of Yosemite NP, take the
highway on the right to the road’s end to the mag-
nificent stand of giant sequoias and the Mariposa
Grove Gift Shop. Board the Big Trees Tram Tour
(spring–fall) for a seven-mile, round-trip ride
through forests of ponderosa and sugar pine,
white and red fir, and the immense Grizzly Giant
tree. You also can visit the Mariposa Grove
Museum. Return to the main road, and bear right
to reach…
� 5 MI. (8 KM.) WAWONA. Walk through one of
California’s remaining covered wooden bridges to
the Pioneer Yosemite History Center, which pre-
serves nearly a dozen historic cabins and stage-
coach-era relics. You can dine or stay in the 1856
Wawona Hotel, with swimming pool and adjacent
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golf course. To reach Glacier Point, drive to…
� 12 MI. (19 KM.) CHINQUAPIN. A side road pro-
vides a 32-mile, round-trip drive past Badger Pass
to Glacier Point for one of the most spectacular
views of Yosemite Valley 3,254 feet below. Return
to the main road to Yosemite Valley through
Wawona Tunnel and stop at the end for a panora-
ma—seven miles long and a mile wide—of the
valley, enclosed by granite walls towering 2,000 to
4,000 feet above the valley floor. Motoring along
the southern edge of the valley, you’ll see most of
the famed landmarks: 620-foot Bridalveil Fall,
1,612-foot Ribbon Fall, El Capitan, Cathedral
Spires, and Half Dome. Yosemite Falls tumbles a
total of 2,425 feet in two falls and an intermediate
cascade. The waterfalls are most spectacular in
spring and early summer. Descend to…
� 6 MI. (10 KM.) YOSEMITE VALLEY. At the
entrance to this stunning 1,169-square-mile
national park, you will receive a folder about the
valley and a map of roads and trails. A tour of
the valley road system will take you to fabulous
viewpoints, while footpaths lead you to hidden
waterfalls. The Merced River is placid here, and
there are ideal picnic spots along its banks. It’s a
good place for swimming or rafting. Stores in the
valley provide all the supplies you’ll need for pic-
nicking or camping, and there are several restau-
rants in the park to choose from. If you are stay-
ing overnight in the valley, you’ll find accommo-
dations ranging from inexpensive tent cabins to
the luxurious Ahwahnee Hotel. Advance reserva-
tions are advised. If time and season permit, visit
Tuolumne Meadows, the Grand Canyon of the
Tuolumne (with its odd Waterwheel Falls), the
pine forests of Hetch Hetchy Valley, and Tioga
Pass (Hwy. 120, road closed in winter).

� 6 MI. (10 KM.) JUNCTION WITH HWY. 140. The
tour route continues on Hwy. 140, which follows
the Merced River, passing through El Portal,
where river rafting is available every spring. As an
alternate, take Hwy. 120 to the historic town of
Groveland, formerly a mining town and home of
the 1849 Groveland Hotel. The Iron Door Saloon,
the oldest continuously operating bar in California,
is a must-see here. Or continue on Hwy. 140
(Mariposa to Yosemite State Scenic Highway) to…
� 39 MI. (62 KM.) MARIPOSA. The two-story,
white-frame courthouse here, topped by a square
clock tower, built in 1854, is the oldest still in use
in California. The Mariposa Museum and History
Center houses historic gold mining equipment, a
stamp mill, and Native American and pioneer
family artifacts. The California State Mineral and
Mining Museum features gold and silver displays,
minerals from all 11 geomorphic regions of the
state, and gold mining artifacts. About six miles
northwest of Mariposa, along Hwy. 49, are the
remains of the Mount Ophir Mint, whose $50
hexagonal gold pieces are now collectors’ items.
Byways in the area lead to many of the old dig-
gings. Hwy. 140 west leads to… 
� 37 MI. (59 KM.) MERCED. A California Welcome
Center provides statewide information (page 49).
The classic Italian Renaissance-style Merced
County Courthouse, (ca. 1875), has a local history
museum. The Yosemite Wildlife Museum displays
full-scale dioramas of the area’s wildlife. Castle Air
Museum at Castle Air Force Base, in nearby
Atwater, exhibits vintage military planes from
World War II to the present. If time permits, trav-
el east to Lake Yosemite, with boating, swimming,
and picnicking; and Lake McClure for bass and
perch fishing. Turn south on Hwy. 99 to…

� 34 MI. (54 KM.) MADERA.
The Madera County
Historical Museum, built
in 1900 and used as the
county courthouse, dis-
plays agricultural, trans-
portation, lumber, and
mining exhibits. Native
American artifacts, rooms
from an early Madera
home, and the county
courtroom also are part of
the museum. Return via
Hwy. 99 south to…
� 23 MI. (37 KM.) FRESNO.

Half Dome, Yosemite National Park
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Gold Camps, Petroglyphs, 
and Hot Springs

THIS EASY 145-mile drive, with some optional
side trips, offers a glimpse of some of the
state’s Native American roots. Suggested

time: 2 days.

START. BAKERSFIELD. Early settlers found the
area rich in oil and good soil. The Kern County
Museum has received national recognition for
its 14-acre assemblage of 1880–1930s buildings.
Six miles northeast on the Alfred Harrell Hwy.,
the California Living Museum displays hun-
dreds of California desert animals in their nat-
ural habitats.

From Bakersfield, take Hwy. 178 east about
7.5 miles to a spur road on the left which leads to
Ming Lake and the Kern River. Hwy. 178 leads
into the Sequoia NF, winding along Breckenridge
Mountain. Down below, the Kern River offers
rafters one of the best white-water experiences in
California. Continue to…
� 42 MI. (10 KM.) LAKE ISABELLA. A former gold
camp, the town is a gathering place for outdoor
enthusiasts. Isabella Dam blocks the Kern River
to form popular Isabella Lake. Boat rentals and
campgrounds are here. At Lake Isabella, Hwy.
178 branches right, paralleling the trail blazed in
1834 by the early California explorer, Joseph
Walker. Follow part of it, then go northwestward

around the lake on Sierra Way, passing old mines
and hot springs, to…
� 7 MI. (11 KM.) KERNVILLE. At the north end of
Isabella Lake, Kernville is situated along the north
fork of the Kern River, a popular white-water raft-
ing area. Once known as “Whiskey Flat,” the his-
toric town was founded as a gold mining camp.
Now outdoor recreation dominates. Kernville is a
gateway to Sequoia NF.

Extend your drive north from Kernville to
Johnsondale and Quaking Aspen. Take Hwy. 190
west. (This portion of Hwy. 190 is closed from
approximately November to May.) Hwy. 190 cir-
cles the Tule River Reservation to California Hot
Springs. Yokut Indians originally used the springs
for medicinal purposes.

Or, from Kernville, drive through Wofford
Heights, following Hwy. 155 west, the former
MacFarlane Toll Rd., which was once a Native
American path, to…
� 13 MI. (21 KM.) GREENHORN MOUNTAIN PARK.
Located in the heavily forested Greenhorn
Mountains high above Wofford Heights, this spot
has become a backyard for sports enthusiasts. The
Kern County Log Cabin Museum is located at the
park’s entrance. Horseback riding and hiking
trails thread through the region, leading to ancient
petroglyphs and Native American grinding rocks.
Continue west to…
� 13 MI. (21 KM.) GLENNVILLE. The Glennville
Adobe was built before the Civil War as a trading
post at the junction of two Native American trails.
The present Greenhorn Rd. follows the east-west
trail to the Kern River mining districts. Farther
west, at Woody, the road divides, and there are
two routes. The shorter way goes south through
the former stagecoach stop of Granite Station and
oilfields to Bakersfield via Oildale. Or go west
through Woody on Hwy. 155 (Garces Highway),
down Rag Gulch toward Delano. About five miles
east of Delano, a county road runs south to Lake
Woollomes, ideal for sailing and picnicking. Or
continue on Hwy. 155 west to…
� 36 MI. (58 KM.) DELANO. West of Delano the
10,618-acre Kern National Wildlife Refuge shel-
ters waterfowl. Colonel Allensworth SHP, seven
miles outside the agricultural town of Earliment,
is the only California town founded, financed, and
governed by African Americans. The visitor cen-
ter features information about the site’s historic
schoolhouse, stores, and library. Take Hwy. 99
south back to…
� 30 MI. (48 KM.) BAKERSFIELD.
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The Star Treatment

KNOWN AS MUCH for its stars on the silver
screen as the sunshine on its beaches. This
drive will take you to some of LA’s hottest

spots, as well as scenic routes along Pacific Coast
Highway (PCH) and historic Route 66. Suggested
time:  several days.

START. DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES. Begin in the
heart of downtown Los Angeles. Catch a profes-
sional sporting event or concert at the new STA-
PLES Center, peruse exhibits at the Museum of
Contemporary Art or explore the beauty of the
Japanese American National Museum. Then stroll
historic Olvera St., a colorful tribute to LA’s rich
Spanish heritage. Take the I-10 west to…
� 16 MI. (26 KM.) SANTA MONICA. This vibrant,
oceanfront community adds a sophisticated twist
to the casual beach lifestyle. Third Street
Promenade is a favorite hangout, offering a mix of
stylish dining and shopping opportunities as well
as a healthy dose of street performances. Drive
south along the coast to…
� 2 MI. (3 KM.) VENICE BEACH. Widely known for
its ’round-the-clock carnival of street vendors, off-
the-wall performers and sidewalk artists. Explore
eclectic boutiques and cafes along Abbot Kinney
Blvd., or stroll along the peaceful, cottage-lined
canal section. Head south to...
� 2 MI. (3 KM.) MARINA DEL REY. Graceful sail-
boats and yachts ply the gentle waters off Marina
del Rey, home to one of the world’s largest man-
made marinas. Dine or shop in Fisherman’s
Village, a charming seaside retreat with waterfront
views. Or embark on a whale-watching cruise or a
deep-sea fishing excursion. Return to Santa
Monica and drive north along PCH/Hwy. 1 to…
� 10 MI. (16 KM.) MALIBU. Stretching for 27 miles
along the coast, Malibu is home to the famous
and the very rich. Tucked on the gentle slopes of
the Santa Monica Mountains, the dramatic envi-
rons are matched only by the innovative architec-
ture. Don’t miss Surfriders or Zuma beach,
favorite surf hangouts. Return south on
PCH/Hwy. 1, and turn left onto winding Topanga
Canyon Blvd. Turn right onto Ventura Blvd., and
take I-405 north past Van Nuys to I-5 north to…
� 41 MI. (66 KM.) VALENCIA. Exit at Magic
Mountain Parkway. Discover the thrills and chills
of Six Flags Magic Mountain, home to some of
the fastest, tallest and most gravity-defying roller

coasters in the world, or get wet at Six Flags
Hurricane Harbor. This watery wonderland fea-
tures dozens of water-themed rides for the entire
family. Return south on I-5 to…
� 27 MI. (43 KM.) BURBANK. Discover “beautiful
downtown Burbank,” a media and entertainment
mecca. Take Hwy. 134 east to…
� 12 MI. (19 KM.) PASADENA. Annually, millions of
people welcome the New Year by watching the
Tournament of Roses Parade. Visit Old Pasadena
to enjoy an upscale selection of boutiques, restau-
rants, or tour The Gamble House, a well-pre-
served example of American Arts and Crafts archi-
tecture. The Huntington Library, Art Collections
and Botanical Gardens is in nearby San Marino,
while Descanso Gardens in La Cañada offers near-
ly 160 acres of lushly landscaped gardens. If time
allows, the 64-mile (102 km.) Angeles Crest Scenic
Byway provides panoramic views.  Otherwise, con-
tinue on I-210 east, merge onto Hwy. 71 east to
Hwy. 71 south to…
� 27 MI. (43 KM.) POMONA. The Fairplex is home
to the Los Angeles County Fair, the largest county
fair in North America. This 487-acre fair, hotel
and exposition center includes a major horse rac-
ing facility, equine complex, RV park, and 12
acres of carnival grounds. Take I-10 east to…
� 4 MI. (6 KM.) CLAREMONT. This quaint college
town reflects its founders’ New England heritage.
Take Foothill Blvd. west to get your kicks on his-
toric Route 66, “the mother road.” Route 66 was
the road that brought many Midwest farm fami-
lies to California. No longer an official highway,
Route 66 continues to inspire wanderlust. From
Foothill Blvd. in Claremont, drive through Azusa

Olvera Street in Los Angeles
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past retro roadside hotels to Arcadia. Then con-
tinue to Colorado Blvd., through Pasadena, and
turn right on Orange Grove. Here, catch Hwy.
134 west to… 
� 10 MI. (16 KM.) GRIFFITH PARK. More than
4,000 acres along the eastern Santa Monica moun-
tain range, Griffith Park is a magnificent urban
playground. Visit the Autry Museum of Western
Heritage, catch a live performance at the intimate
Greek Theatre, get a little wild at the Los Angeles
Zoo, and gaze at celestial bodies above through
telescopes at Griffith Observatory. Or, wander
through miles of scenic hiking trails. Exit on Los
Feliz Blvd. on the southwestern corner of the
park, and drive to…
� 2 MI. (3 KM.) HOLLYWOOD. Still the
“Entertainment Capital of the World.” Along
Hollywood Blvd., treasured favorites, including
the Hollywood Walk of Fame, Graumann’s
Chinese Theatre, and the hand- and footprints of
yesterday’s stars, continue to delight. The
Hollywood & Highland retail and entertainment
complex is the new, permanent home of the
Academy Awards®. A few doors down, belly up to
the Cheers bar at the Hollywood Entertainment
Museum, or ask Scotty to beam you up on the
original Star Trek set. Drive a few blocks south to
Sunset Blvd. west to…
� 2 MI. (3 KM.) WEST HOLLYWOOD. Known as
“The Strip,” Sunset Blvd., is lined with hip clubs,
chic restaurants, music venues, and everything
from go-go dancing to swing. Nearby, in Los
Angeles, celebrities can often be spotted shopping
for the latest designer fashions at The Beverly

Center, which is
also home to a
California Welcome
Center. Take Sunset
Blvd. west to…
� 3. MI. (5 KM.) 
BEVERLY HILLS.
From sprawling,
gated estates to
haute couture,
Beverly Hills is as
posh as it gets.
Walk through the
lobby of the pink
Beverly Hills Hotel
and Bungalows, a
favorite retreat of
the rich and
famous. Legendary

Rodeo Drive is the ultimate in shopping pleasures.
West of Beverly Hills, in the Brentwood hills, is the
famed J. Paul Getty Museum. Permanent collec-
tions include pre-20th-century European paintings,
drawings, sculpture, and 19th- and 20th-century
American and European photographs. Take I-405
south to I-10 east to I-110 north and return to…
� 16 MI. (26 KM.) DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES.

Around the Big Orange

LOOK BEYOND the gates of Orange County’s
renowned theme parks to make discoveries
about life in this major urban center. You’ll

find some of the world’s best shopping, entertain-
ment venues, museums, major league sports, and
the birthplace of President Richard Nixon.
Suggested time: 2 to 4 days.

START. SANTA ANA. Make discoveries of all kinds at
Santa Ana’s Bowers Museum of Cultural Arts,
which holds fine collections of California basketry
and plein-air paintings. Discovery Science Center
offers kids hands-on exhibits and a 3-D laser the-
ater. MainPlace, a premier shopping destination,
features 190 specialty stores, theaters, restaurants,
and an official California Welcome Center.
Continue south on Main St. Turn right on
Sunflower Ave. and left onto Avenue of the Arts,
to Town Center Dr. …
� 6.5 MI (10.4 KM.) COSTA MESA. At the Orange
County Performing Arts Center, classical concerts,
ballet, and operas are presented in the center’s
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3,000-seat theater and the South Coast Repertory
Theater performs innovative dramatic produc-
tions. Adjacent is a tranquil sculpture garden cre-
ated by Isamu Noguchi. Indulge yourself at the
Spa and Fitness Club, a day spa, which offers cus-
tomized spa packages. The footbridge off Town
Center Dr. here leads to South Coast Plaza, a
world-class shopping complex comprising two
enclosed malls, the Jewel Court and the Crate and
Barrel Wing, plus an open air dining and shop-
ping complex across Sunflower Ave. Turn your
South Coast trip into an all day event by dining at
one of the center’s many delectable restaurants
such as Wolfgang Puck Café and the Back Bay
Rowing Club.
� 9 MI (14.4 KM.) IRVINE. Travel east on
Sunflower to Main St., turn south and follow it
beyond the Costa Mesa Fwy. to Von Karman.
Turn right on Martin St. where you’ll find the
Irvine Museum, in the circular Tower 17 building,
dedicated to the preservation and display of
California art of the Impressionist Period.
Backtrack north on Von Karman to the I-405/San
Diego Fwy. heading south; exit at Irvine Center
Dr. for the Irvine Spectrum, a dining-shopping-
entertainment complex containing the Improv
comedy nightclub, and a 38-foot-round carousel.
Take the I-5/Santa Ana Fwy. north to Harbor
Blvd. to…
� 16.6 MI (26.6 KM.) ANAHEIM. The heart of

Orange County’s vacationland is The Anaheim
Resort District. The 1,100-acre area surrounds the
Anaheim Convention Center and the Disneyland
Resort, now comprised of Disneyland Park,
Disney’s California Adventure, and the newest
entertainment, dining and shopping district—
Downtown Disney. In addition to the familiar
Disneyland themed attractions...live entertainment,
costumed characters, shops, and rides...California
Adventure contains three themed areas depicting
the spirit and beauty of the Golden State. They
include beach-themed Paradise Pier, Hollywood
Pictures Backlot, and the scenic Golden State.
Ungated Downtown Disney contains shops,
restaurants, and nightclubs. Other noteworthy
attractions in Anaheim include Edison Field,
where the Anaheim Angels baseball team plays
home games, and the Arrowhead Pond, home of
the Mighty Ducks of Anaheim hockey team and a
venue for concerts; both are about 5 miles north-
east of Disneyland. Take the I-5/Santa Ana Fwy.
north to Beach Blvd. to…
� 8.5 MI (13.6 KM.) BUENA PARK. Built in 1930,
Knott’s Berry Farm was the first theme park in
Orange County. With 160 acres of rides, attrac-
tions and restaurants, the park celebrates the
American West with a Ghost Town inhabited by
familiar old-west characters. There are challenging
roller coasters, the GhostRider, one of the longest
and tallest wooden roller coasters in the world,
and the chilling Montezooma’s Revenge. Next
door is Knott’s Soak City U.S.A with tube and
body slides, and a children’s pool. Nearby enter-

Disneyland, entrance to Sleeping Beauty’s Castle
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tainment venues include Medieval Times Dinner
and Tournament, featuring the pageantry of eques-
trian jousting, sword fights, and tournament
games, and Movieland Wax Museum, a collection
of wax images of movie stars and other celebrities.
Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Museum holds “curiosi-
ties” such as the Last Supper made entirely of
toast and a scale model of a San Francisco cable
car made from 270,836 matchsticks. Wild Bill’s
Wild West Dinner Extravaganza is an evening of
extraordinary entertainment and finger-lickin’
good grub. You’ll enjoy sparkling costumes, live
western music, comedy and specialty acts. From
Beach Blvd. take the Hwy. 91/Riverside Fwy. east
to Harbor Blvd. north to…
� 8.5 MI (13.6 KM.) FULLERTON. Site of a California
State University. The Fullerton Arboretum is an
exceptional opportunity to enjoy nature in an
urban setting. The 26-acre botanical garden is an
ecologically arranged collection of plants from
around the world. Self-guided nature trails take
you past tranquil gardens and streams. The
Fullerton Museum Center emphasizes displays
reflecting contemporary culture. Stay north on
Harbor Blvd. to Hwy. 90/Imperial Hwy. east to…
� 3.3 MI (5.3 KM.) YORBA LINDA. Take Yorba
Linda Blvd. to the Richard Nixon Library and
Birthplace. Tour the small farmhouse where our
37th president was born and raised. Stroll through
the White House-style rose garden, with more
than 1,000 rose bushes, and visit the graves of
President and Mrs. Nixon. Among the most inter-
esting displays is a huge graffiti-covered chunk of
the Berlin Wall, and a collection of life-size bronze
sculptures of international heads of state during
Nixon’s time. Continue on Hwy. 90 to Hwy. 91
west, to Hwy. 57 south to I-5 south and return to…
� 8.4 MI (13.4 KM.) SANTA ANA.

Urban Delights and 
Country Pleasures

THIS EXCURSION includes the central city, plus
some charming outlying regions where you
can play golf, walk in the woods, and make

historic discoveries. Dine at one of the region’s
celebrated restaurants or indulge yourself at a lux-
ury spa. Suggested time: 2 to 5 days. 

START. SAN DIEGO. The Balboa Park Visitor Center
on El Prado provides information about the

1,200-acre park’s abundant attractions. At the
World-Famous San Diego Zoo, you will see some
of the world’s rarest wildlife including giant pan-
das. Balboa Park also contains 15 museums with a
wide range of collections: fine art, natural history,
photography, folk art, and science. Take in a pro-
duction at The Globe Theatres, one of the largest
producing theaters in the nation or visit a collec-
tion of gardens, including some created by famed
horticulturist Kate Sessions. Many of the park’s
distinctive Spanish-style buildings were construct-
ed for the Panama Pacific Exposition in 1915.
Leave Balboa Park by way of the Cabrillo Bridge,
which becomes Laurel St. and head toward the
Embarcadero via Fourth Ave. south to Market St.
west, to… 
� 3 MI. (4.8 KM.) GASLAMP QUARTER. A dining
and entertainment district that shines when the
sun goes down. Market St. runs into Harbor Dr.
and takes you north along San Diego’s beautiful
waterfront past shop-filled Seaport Village, the
Cruise Ship Terminal, and the Maritime Museum,
home of the Star of India, a sailing ship built in
1863. Catch the I-5 at Laurel and head north to… 
� 5 MI. (8.1 KM.) OLD TOWN SAN DIEGO SHP. Site
of the first European settlement in Southern
California, Father Junipero Serra planted a cross
on a hilltop here in 1769, establishing the first of
California’s 21 missions. Today Old Town contains
a number of significant historic landmarks, which
you can visit on free walking tours. The park con-
tains 30 restaurants, galleries, shops, and the lively
Bazaar del Mundo shopping and dining complex
with a south-of-the-border flair. Travel north on I-
5; exit Tecolote Dr. to SeaWorld Dr., to... 
� 4 MI. (6.4 KM.) MISSION BAY. A watery adven-
ture awaits at SeaWorld Adventure Park. Spend
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the day with Shamu, the killer whale, and face off
with the dolphins, sharks, and polar bears.
Mission Bay Aquatic Park, surrounding
SeaWorld, is an aquatic playground where you
can swim, kayak, fish, water-ski, or jog on miles of
trails. Head east on I-8 alongside the San Diego
River through Mission Valley, past shopping malls
and hotels. Transfer to I-15 north just beyond
QUALCOMM Stadium, home of the San Diego
Chargers and Padres football and baseball teams.
On your right, the gleaming white Mission San
Diego de Alcala sits perched on a hilltop. The
original mission, founded near Old Town, was
destroyed and reconstructed on this hilltop in
1774. Continue on the I-15 north to... 
� 28 MI. (45.1 KM.) RANCHO BERNARDO. Golf fans
can tee-off at five bucolic golf courses, including
the championship links at Rancho Bernardo Inn.
Bernardo Winery, San Diego’s oldest operating
vineyard and winery, features antique wine press-
es, old farming implements and machinery. A tast-
ing room occupies a rustic setting surrounded by
a collection of shops and gardens. Return to I-15
north to Hwy. 78 east to...
� 3 MI. (4.2 KM.) ESCONDIDO. A burgeoning arts
community, you can attend a concert at the
California Center for the Arts, or browse a grow-
ing number of storefront art galleries. Follow
Hwy. 78 east just out of town to Via Rancho
Parkway and follow signs to San Diego Wild
Animal Park. Located in the San Pasqual Valley,
more than 3,000 animals (450 species) roam the
hillsides and canyons of this 1,800-acre preserve.
From the one-hour monorail ride you can watch
herds of antelope, giraffe, gazelle and rhinoceros
browsing what resembles an African plain. The
park is also a vast botanical garden with a number
of specialized collections including California
native plants. The Rancho Bernardo/Escondido
area makes a good overnight stop; there are many
lodging choices in a wide range of prices. 

Hwy. 78 east snakes into the Cuyamaca
Mountains past the San Pasqual Battlefield SHP,
site of the deadliest battle in the Mexican-
American war in 1846; re-enactments are held
here on weekends. At the junction of Hwys.
78/67 is... 
� 18 MI. (29 KM.) RAMONA. Once known as the
“Turkey Capital of the World,” and now a pic-
turesque town in the San Diego backcountry.
Exhibits in the Guy B. Woodward Museum
depict the turkey industry, which flourished here
in the first half of the 20th century, and historic

implements from the region. Occupying a sunny
valley surrounded by mountains, Ramona offers
wooded hiking trails at Mt. Woodson and Iron
Mountain. Head west from Ramona via Hwy. 67
through Lakeside, Santee, and El Cajon to Hwy.
125, and Hwy. 94 west to I-805. Follow I-805
south to... 
� 42 MI. (67.6 KM.) CHULA VISTA. Tour the ARCO
Olympic Training Center where Olympic caliber
athletes can be seen training. On warm days, you
can cool off at Knott’s Soak City U.S.A. or take in
a concert at the Coors Amphitheater. Return to I-
805 north to Hwy. 54 west and I-5 north to... 
� 9 MI (14.5 KM.) CORONADO. This seaside com-
munity, a wonderland of relaxation and recre-
ation, is accessed via the sweeping Coronado
Bridge at the Hwy. 75 exit. A quaint Victorian-era
community, Coronado is rich with charm and
spectacular views. The storied Hotel del
Coronado, a National Historic Landmark, has
hosted 14 U. S. presidents since it opened in
1888. According to legend the fanciful turreted
architecture and Victorian extravagance inspired
author L. Frank Baum to create the Emerald City
of OZ. The beachfront hotel has been seen in
dozens of movies including, “Some Like It Hot”
with Marilyn Monroe and “The Stuntman” star-
ring Peter O’Toole. Pamper yourself with one of
The Del’s many spa treatments. Round out your
visit here by strolling boutique-lined Orange Ave.
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or travel south down Coronado’s Strand to Silver
Strand SB for camping, surfing, volleyball and
biking. Retrace your route over the Coronado
Bridge, head north on I-5 to return to... 
� 3 MI. (4.2 km) SAN DIEGO.

The Scenic South

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA is a sun-drenched land
of sandy beaches and ocean vistas. Travel the
coast from San Diego to the megalopolis of

Los Angeles. Suggested time: 1–2 days.

START. SAN DIEGO. Take I-5 north to La Jolla (take
Ardath Rd. exit). La Jolla’s Prospect St. is the
Rodeo Drive of San Diego County – window-shop
the smart boutiques. Continue north via North
Torrey Pines Rd., past Scripps Institution of
Oceanography to Torrey Pines SR. The reserve
doesn’t have many of the rare pines, but it’s nice
to hike here through scrub oak and low bushes.
Return to I-5 north. In Carlsbad, LEGOLAND
California offers kids endless hands-on fun and
adults will enjoy the restorative waters at Carlsbad
Mineral Water Spa, continue north to…
�5 MI. (8 KM.) OCEANSIDE. A California Welcome

Center is located here. Enjoy the white, sandy
beaches and beautiful Mission San Luis Rey.
Travel I-5 north past the San Clemente SB to…
� 27 MI. (43 KM.) SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO. Take
Hwy. 74 (Ortega Hwy.) exit toward Mission San
Juan Capistrano. Founded in 1776, it’s the oldest
settlement in Orange County. Tour adobe rooms,
the tiny chapel, and a small museum. The mission
is famous for the swallows that return perennially
to nest every March 19. Take Hwy. 74  west to
Pacific Coast Highway/Hwy. 1 to…
� 10 MI. (16 KM.) THE COASTAL CITIES: LAGUNA
BEACH. With its quaint houses atop steep hills and
ocean bluffs, narrow streets lined with art galleries
and boutiques, and expansive beaches, it is classic
California. Presented in July, Pageant of the
Masters (spectacular stage production of living art
re-creations) has won worldwide recognition;
12 MI. (19 KM.) NEWPORT BEACH. A year-round
vacation town known for its waterfront resorts,
shops and restaurants, and miles of harbor water-
ways. The Balboa Island Ferry transports cars
between the peninsula and the island. The
restored Victorian Balboa Pavilion, is a California
Historical Landmark. Sightseeing cruises, deep-sea
fishing trips, and excursions to Catalina depart
from its docks; and 6 MI. (9.6 KM.) HUNTINGTON
BEACH. Known as “Surf City,” it’s home of the
International Surfing Museum and Surfing Hall of
Fame. Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve is home to
more than 200 species of birds, many on the
endangered list. Northeast of the beach cities is
Orange County’s cluster of famed theme parks
(Disneyland, Knott’s Berry Farm, Movieland Wax
Museum, and Medieval Times). Continue north
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on Hwy. 1 to…
� 15 MI. (24 KM.) LONG BEACH. The elegant
Queen Mary, one of the largest passenger ships
ever built, is docked at the end of I-70. The ship
is a splendidly restored hotel offering first-class
cabins and suites. Visit Long Beach Aquarium of
the Pacific or take a gondola ride through canals
of Naples, one of the city’s fashionable neighbor-
hoods. The Toyota Grand Prix, the ultimate dri-
ving tour, takes place each April along downtown
city streets. Catalina Island, just 22 miles and an
hour by ferry from Long Beach, feels like a world
away.  Explore the quaint streets of Avalon or the
acres of pristine wilderness. Return inland and
take I-70 north to I-5 and continue north to...
� 25 MI. (40 KM.) LOS ANGELES.

From Mountains to 
Desert Delights

THIS APPROXIMATELY 300-mile round trip
offers visitors the opportunity to enjoy some
of California’s most spectacular and interest-

ing scenery. Suggested time: 2 days.

START. LOS ANGELES. Visit the California Welcome
Center at the Beverly Center (page 49). Take the
Pomona Fwy./Hwy.60 east to…
� 56 MI. (90 KM.) RIVERSIDE. The lavish Mission
Inn, originally built in 1875, is a designated
National Historic Landmark. Other points of
interest include Mt. Rubidoux, Heritage House,
and California Citrus SHP. Then take Hwy. 60 to

the San Jacinto turnoff (Gilman Springs Rd.),
which joins Hwy. 79, and drive south to…
� 34 MI. (54 KM.) HEMET. California’s official out-
door play, Ramona, based on Helen Hunt
Jackson’s 1884 novel, is performed every spring in
a natural amphitheater above Hemet. In Hemet
turn left on Hwy. 74, which is the…
� PALMS-TO-PINES SCENIC BYWAY. The byway
climbs the Santa Rosa Mountains through the San
Bernardino NF to nearly 5,000 feet, providing
panoramic views of the valley. To reach the rustic
artists’ community of Idyllwild, turn north on
Hwy. 243. Return to Hwy. 74 and continue around
the 10,804-foot-high Mt. San Jacinto, one of
Southern California’s tallest peaks. Green pines
give way to desert vegetation, the shimmering blue
of Salton Sea, palm gardens, and the colorful rock
mountains. Zigzag down the face, to reach the…
� 64 MI. (102 KM.) COACHELLA VALLEY. This area,
at the junction with Hwy. 111, begins at Palm
Desert. The date palms here are descendants of
date palms brought from Arabia and the Sahara
around the turn of the century. The climate is also
ideal for grapefruit, which grow below the date
palms in what is called “two-story” agriculture.
The valley, said to receive the most sunshine of
any place in the U.S., is a year-round recreational
paradise. Drive on to…
� 16 MI. (26 KM.) PALM SPRINGS AND THE DESERT
RESORTS AREA. For a spectacular view of the val-
ley, take the Palm Springs Aerial Tramway up
5,873 feet to Mt. San Jacinto. Return to the valley
to hike through palm-lined Indian Canyons, then
cool off at the gigantic Knott’s Soak City U.S.A.
The Palm Springs Desert Museum contains
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Native American artifacts and desert flora and
fauna. Adjacent to the museum is the Annenburg
Theatre, featuring all types of live entertainment.
Proceed north on the Gene Autry Trail to Palm
Drive to…
� 12 MI. (19 KM.) DESERT HOT SPRINGS. This
“spa city” is internationally famous for its hot
mineral water and spas. Return to Hwy. 111 south
and travel to Cathedral City, Rancho Mirage,
Palm Desert, Indian Wells, and La Quinta. More
than 100 golf courses, 450 tennis courts, and
dozens of world-class resorts are located through-
out the area. For shopping, visit the galleries, bou-
tiques, and indoor malls. The Living Desert, a
1,200-acre wildlife park and botanical garden, is
located in Palm Desert. Follow Hwy. 111 to…
� 33 MI. (53 KM.) INDIO. Called the “Date
Capital” and also the “City of Festivals.” During
the National Date Festival here in February,
nightly camel and ostrich races lend an Arabian
flair. The December Tamale Festival reflects the
area’s rich Hispanic heritage. Continue south on
Hwy. 111 to…
� 23 MI. (37 KM.) SALTON SEA.Created early in the
1900s when a dike burst and the Colorado River
plunged into the nearby desert, 234 feet below sea
level. Two years later, when the break was finally
repaired, a 35-mile-long, 15-mile-wide, land-
locked sea had been formed. Through the years,
the lake has leached salts from the ground and
now is saltier than the ocean. The locale includes
the Salton Sea SRA and a 36,000-acre national
wildlife refuge. Continue to…
� 51 MI. (82 KM.) BRAWLEY. Turn west on Hwy.

78, which leads through the “Winter Salad Bowl”
agricultural area of Imperial Valley into the Anza-
Borrego Desert SP and some of the finest desert
wildflower fields in California. During the winter
and spring, the valley and canyons are painted
with a rainbow of color. Exit Anza-Borrego
Desert SP via Hwy. 78 west. Proceed into the
mountains and the Cleveland NF to Cuyamaca
Rancho SP and Lake Cuyamaca to reach…
� 73 MI. (117 KM.) JULIAN. A quaint 1870s gold
mining town. Tour the abandoned Eagle and
Highpeak mines. B&Bs, historic hotels, and
wineries are found in this apple region. Continue
northwest via Hwy. 79 through Warner Hot
Springs, Rancho California, and historic
Temecula. At Temecula, turn north on I-5 and
west on Hwy. 60 to…
� 153 MI. (245 KM.) LOS ANGELES.

Lakes and Vistas

VISIT INLAND EMPIRE’S recreational attrac-
tions—the mountain resorts of Lake
Arrowhead and Big Bear Lake. Both are

within a two-hour drive from Los Angeles, yet are
a world away from the urban pace. Suggested
time: 2–3 days.

START. LOS ANGELES. Take I-10 east to…
� 67 MI. (107 KM.) REDLANDS. The Queen
Anne–style 1890 Morey Mansion has many of its
original fixtures and decor. The Edwards Mansion
is both an attraction and a restaurant, with tours
of the three-story house and adjacent 1890s wed-
ding chapel. Make reservations to tour the
Kimberly Crest House and gardens, an 1897
French chateau. The San Bernardino County
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Museum displays anthropology and archaeology
exhibits, plus Native American artifacts. Take
Hwy. 30 north to Highland. Turn west on
Waterman Ave. to Hwy. 18. Turn right on Hwy.
18, and continue through Sky Forest and the San
Bernardino Mountains to…
� 31 MI. (50 KM.) LAKE ARROWHEAD. The mile-
high altitude makes this recreational area perfect
for fishing, swimming, water-skiing, tennis, and
horseback riding. Lake Arrowhead village, offers
shops and restaurants as well as lodging. Travel
east on Hwy. 18 (“Rim of the World Drive”), to…
� 30 MI. (48 KM.) BIG BEAR LAKE. The largest
mountain lake in Southern California, with 24
miles of shoreline. Big Bear Lake, in the San
Bernardino NF, offers water-skiing, boating, and
fishing. Two major ski resorts offer more than 425
acres of skiing territory. From Big Bear, follow
Hwy. 38 south to Redlands, then take I-10 west to
Los Angeles. An alternate route from Big Bear is
to go north on Hwy. 18 to Lucerne Valley, Apple
Valley, and Victorville. Nearby Wrightwood has
B&B options. At Victorville go south on I-15
through Cajon Pass to the junction with I-215 and
travel to…
� 49 MI. (78 KM.) SAN BERNARDINO. Situated
against the foothills of the San Bernardino
Mountains, is a popular stop for travelers to the
nearby mountain resorts. Numerous parklands,
lakes, recreation areas, and an abundance of cul-
tural activities, are found here. The Route 66
Rendezvous, a world-renowned event, takes place
each fall. Take Hwy. 91 to I-10, and return to…
� 67 MI. (94 KM.) LOS ANGELES.

Desert Diversity

DRY WEATHER aficionados will enjoy this 360-
mile round trip through desert country.
Suggested time: 3 days.

START. LOS ANGELES. Take I-5 north, then Hwy. 14
to the Antelope Valley. A few miles off Hwy. 14
(via Hwy. 38) is the Antelope Valley California
Poppy Preserve aglow with orange flowers during
early spring; pass through Palmdale and
Lancaster, high desert communities that offer
food and lodging. Continue on Hwy 14 to…
� 80 MI. (128 KM.) ROSAMOND. The Exotic Feline
Breeding Compound, dedicated to the preserva-
tion of endangered wildcats, is located here. Five
miles from Rosamond is the abandoned Tropico
Gold Mine, once Southern California’s largest
gold mine. Return to Hwy. 14 north, traveling
past Edwards Air Force Base, to…
� 16 MI. (26 KM.) THE RED ROCK–RANDSBURG
ROAD JUNCTION. Take the right fork, paralleling
the railroad. Off to the right is Koehn Dry Lake,
where salt is mined from the dry lakebed.
Continue to…
� 12 MI. (19 KM.) JUNCTION WITH GARLOCK ROAD.
The sign, “Roberta of Garlock”, marks the road
to Garlock. Half a mile farther are the remains of
the 1895 mining camp and stamp mill. Return to
Randsburg Rd., and continue to its end to…
� 9 MI. (14 KM.) RANDSBURG. Houses and stores
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are perched on the rocky slope, shouldered tightly
on three sides by heaps of tailings. Now almost
deserted, Randsburg was once a booming town.
Many of the 19th-century structures have been
restored. The Rand Desert Museum (open week-
ends and some holidays) displays gems, ore, and a
“hard-rock dinner”—a mineral table setting.
From Randsburg, drive east to Hwy. 395 south to
Hwy. 58 west to…
� 36 MI. (58 KM.) BORON. In the flat desert coun-
try, the Boron Mine is not easy to spot. But, from
the visitor center, you will be amazed at the size of
this man-made hole—3/4 mile wide, 1 1/2 miles
long, and 650 feet deep. Exhibits here detail the
colorful history of the area. Back on Hwy. 58,
drive east to join I-15 at…
� 45 MI. (72 KM.) BARSTOW. Founded in 1886 as
a railroad depot, Barstow developed into a boom-
ing mining town. The Mojave River Valley
Museum chronicles area history, and the
California Desert Information Center offers
exhibits and tourist information. Several miles
beyond the junction with Hwy. 58 and I-15, turn
left on the road to…
� 10 MI. (16 KM.) CALICO. As you drive across
Calico’s dry lake, watch for mirages; cars will seem
to be submerged in a clear blue lake, only to
emerge bone dry. A silver mining town in the
1880s, Walter Knott, of Knott’s Berry Farm fame,
acquired the old town and restored the remaining
buildings. The town includes a mercantile store,
train rides, mine tour, and museums. Nearby is
the Calico Early Man Site, possibly the earliest

known place where human artifacts have been
found in North America. Return to I-15, and go
south 29 miles to Victorville and visit the
California Route 66 Museum. Then continue on I-
15 over Cajon Pass to I-10 west, and return to…
� 125 MI. (200 KM.) LOS ANGELES.

Peaks and Valleys

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA’S Inland Empire is a
land of towering mountain peaks, fertile val-
leys, and vibrant communities. Rich in histo-

ry, the region also provides a wealth of recreation-
al opportunities. Suggested time: 2 days.

START LOS ANGELES. Travel east on Hwy. 60 to…
� 56 MI. (90 KM.) RIVERSIDE. Home of the navel
orange, Riverside started as an important citrus-
producing area. The city is noted for its many fine
examples of Mission-Revival architecture, particu-
larly the lavish Mission Inn, a National Historic
Landmark. The University of California at
Riverside maintains a 39-acre Botanic Gardens,
with 3,500 species of plants. Continue east on
Hwy. 60; take scenic Hwy. 243 south at Banning
to reach…
� 49 MI. (78 KM.) MT. SAN JACINTO SP. Located
in the San Jacinto Mountains, the park includes
nearly 3,800 acres of pine and oak forests, with
elevations between 5,400 and 6,100 feet. Two
drive-in campgrounds are available. Continue to

Citrus State Historic Park, Riverside
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the mountain community of…
� 4 MI. (6 KM.) IDYLLWILD. A rustic artists’ com-
munity nestled under fragrant pine trees. At
Mountain Center, turn west on Hwy. 74 to…
� 26 MI. (42 KM.) HEMET. This historic Native
American countryside provided the inspiration
and setting for Helen Hunt Jackson’s 1884 novel,
Ramona, a romantic story of Spanish and Native
American life in early California. Continue west
on Hwy. 74 to I-215 south. Continue on I-15 to…
� 28 MI. (45 KM.) TEMECULA AND RANCHO 
CALIFORNIA. Temecula Valley, noted for its award-
winning wines, is a site of the Balloon and Wine
Festival held each spring. Many of the local winer-
ies offer tours year-round. Take time to enjoy Old
Town Temecula or one of the area’s famous min-
eral/hot springs before turning north on I-15 to…
� 52 MI. (83 KM.) ONTARIO. A residential and
industrial center and the location of the easily
accessible Ontario International Airport. Learn
about the area’s olive industry at the Graber Olive
House, established in 1884. Fish, swim, and pic-
nic at Guasti Regional Park.. Ontario Mills offers
great outlet shopping. From Ontario take I-10
west to…
� 8 MI. (13 KM.) CLAREMONT. Home of the
renowned Claremont Colleges. Ivy-covered build-
ings, shops and restaurants, and elegant crafts-
man-period homes make it an inviting city. The
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden contains an
excellent collection of native California plants and
flowers. Continue west on I-10 to return to…
� 42 MI. (67 KM.) LOS ANGELES.

The Old West

THIS 640-MILE tour takes you through
California’s vast Mojave Desert and returns
through historic gold and silver mining coun-

try. Suggested time: 3–5 days.
START. LOS ANGELES. Take I-10 east through
Redlands and the San Gorgonio Pass to the
Colorado Desert. At Whitewater, take Hwy.
62/Twentynine Palms Scenic Byway north to
Yucca Valley, gateway to Joshua Tree NP. A
California Welcome Center (page 49) provides
statewide information. Continue on beyond
Joshua Tree and Twentynine Palms to…
� 144 MI. (233 KM.) JOSHUA TREE NP. Stop at the
visitor center before exploring the 794,000 acres
of Joshua trees, which grow to 40 feet tall. View
ecosystems, with arid stretches of ocotillo and
cholla cactus giving way to oases of underground
springs and palm trees. Campgrounds are avail-
able. Return to Hwy. 62 and travel east to the
intersection with Hwy. 95. Turn left and go north
past Mopah Peak and through the Chemehuevi
Wash, a favorite desert tortoise habitat, to…
� 141 MI. (226 KM.) NEEDLES. Founded in 1882 as
a railroad town, Needles contains a well-preserved
“Harvey House” train depot and hotel. This his-
toric city is a gateway to the Colorado River
Recreation Area.  River trips, and fishing are popu-
lar activities. From Needles, travel west on I-40…
� 54 MI. (87 KM.) MOJAVE NATIONAL PRESERVE. A
visitor center is located in Baker. Go north for 17
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miles to Providence Mountains SRA—a state park
within a national park—that includes Mitchell
Caverns. Tours are conducted daily, mid-
September–mid-May. Return to Hwy. 40 west to…
�175 MI. (280 KM.) CALICO. Just a short detour off
Hwy. 40/I-15, this Wild West ghost town features
old-time shops, the Maggie Mine Tour, a tram
ride, the Calico–Odessa Railroad Museum, and a
shooting gallery. Return to I-15 south to…
� 10 MI. (16 KM.) BARSTOW. The California
Welcome Center (page 49) houses exhibits about
High Desert history. For shopping, stop by the
Tanger Outlet Centers. From Barstow’s Main St.,
a part of historic Route 66, take First Ave. north
to Irwin Rd. to…

� 22 MI. (35 KM.) RAINBOW BASIN. View multi-
colored sedimentary rock formations. Rainbow
Basin is the site of prehistoric mammal fossil dis-
coveries. You can get to Owl Canyon
Campground by car. Return to I-15, and head
south to…
� 35 MI. (56 KM.) VICTORVILLE. This sunny desert
community is home of the Roy Rogers and Dale
Evans Museum, a collection of memorabilia
depicting the lives of the famous Western movie
stars. Take I-15 through the Cajon Pass to I-10
west to return to…
� 83 MI. (133 KM.) LOS ANGELES.

California’s Highest, 
Lowest, and Oldest

THIS 830-MILE TRIP includes some of
California’s most exceptional scenic sites.
Suggested time: not less than 4 days, 

preferably a week.

� START. LOS ANGELES. Take I-5 north to the
junction with Hwy. 14. Follow Hwy. 14 for 115
miles east over Soledad Pass and then north
through Palmdale and Lancaster (home of the
Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve). After
passing Mojave on Hwy. 14, watch for Red Rock
Canyon SP, a colorful spot to rest and enjoy the
scenic wonders of this area. At the Hwy. 395 junc-
tion, continue north for 20 miles (about two miles
north of Little Lake). Turn east on Cinder Mine
Rd., and follow the signs to Fossil Falls, a 40-foot
dry waterfall. Volcanic activity and the erosion
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forces of the Owens River cooled and sculpted
the lava of Fossil Falls. Return to Hwy. 395, and
continue for 47 miles, just past now-dry Owens
Lake, to…
� 216 MI. (346 KM.) LONE PINE. Interagency
Visitor Center offers information about the natur-
al attractions in Owens Valley. As you drive west
from town on Whitney Portal Road toward Mt.
Whitney (14,495 ft.), the highest point in the con-
tiguous United States, you will pass through the
Alabama Hills, the location of many Western
movies and television commercials (road closed
October–April). At Whitney Portal, 13 miles west
of Lone Pine, enjoy the breathtaking eastern
escarpment of the Sierra Nevada. A steep, 11-mile
trail leads to Mt. Whitney’s summit. Return to
Lone Pine, and take Hwy. 395 north to…
� 15 MI. (24 KM.) INDEPENDENCE. The Eastern
California Museum depicts the area’s history.
Continuing north on Hwy. 395, note the highly
varied vegetation and topography of the region,
ranging from semiarid desert to alpine forests.
The mountains receive about 45 inches of snow,
while the valley floor receives about six inches of
rain a year. Drive north to…
� 27 MI. (43 KM.) BIG PINE. Access to the Ancient
Bristlecone Pine Forest is due east of the little
town of Big Pine. Take Hwy. 168 east about 15
miles, over Westgard Pass; then take White
Mountain Rd. to…
� 23 MI. (39 KM.) ANCIENT BRISTLECONE PINE FOREST.
This area is the site of the oldest living things in
the world, the Great Basin bristlecone pines.
Within the forest is a tree estimated to be 4,766
years old. The visitor center has extensive infor-
mation, and there are guided tours into the for-
est. Retrace the route back to Big Pine.

Continue north on Hwy. 395 to…
� 37 MI. (59 KM.) BISHOP. A major outfitting cen-
ter for backpacking trips and other recreation on
the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada. The
Bishop area is popular for trout fishing, and all
types of freshwater fishing are abundant in the
nearby lakes and streams.  High peaks and groves
of cottonwood and aspen provide a spectacle of
color along Hwy. 395 every fall. The Paiute-
Shoshone Cultural Center depicts Native
Americans life before settlers came to the Owens
Valley. Drive on to…
� 39 MI. (62 KM.) MAMMOTH LAKES. This resort
town is a good base for short excursions into the
surrounding area. Local attractions include
Convict Lake, site of an 1871 gun battle between
escaped convicts and a sheriff’s posse and a four-
star restaurant; Crowley Lake, a man-made lake
popular for fishing; championship golf; the 101-
foot high Rainbow Falls; and factory outlets.
Mammoth Mountain (11,053 ft.), on the eastern
slope of the Sierra Nevada, has the state’s longest
ski season. Other wintertime activities include
cross-country skiing, and dog sledding. From late
spring into fall, visitors with permits can hike and
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backpack through the John Muir Wilderness.
Nearby is Devils Postpile NM, considered one of
the world’s best examples of columnar basalt.
Averaging 40 to 60 feet high, the columns resem-
ble a giant pipe organ. Continue north on Hwy.
395 to…
� 27 MI. (43 KM.) LEE VINING. A short distance
from Yosemite NP (via Hwy. 120, closed in win-
ter). From Lee Vining, visit Mono Lake Tufa
SR—part of the Mono Basin National Forest
Scenic Area —noted for its strange but delicate
tufa towers, flocks of seagulls, and salty water.
Drive 33 miles north on Hwy. 395 and then east
on a well-marked road (Hwy. 270) to Bodie SHP.
This preserved ghost town gives visitors a good
idea of what life in a bawdy gold camp must have
been like. Return to Hwy. 395 to reach…
� 24 MI. (39 KM.) BRIDGEPORT. Colorful Gold
Rush history is reflected in its Mono County
Historical Museum. Great fishing areas of the
Toiyabe NF are nearby. As you take the tour
route back south, take the nine-mile scenic June
Lake Loop (Hwy. 158) around a wonderland of
crystal-clear lakes and snow-clad peaks. Continue
south on Hwy. 395; two miles past Lone Pine,
turn southeast on Hwy. 136 and then east on
Hwy. 190 and drive 50 miles. Along the way, the
Russ Penny overlook provides exceptional views
of Panamint Springs; then continue 38 miles
more to Stovepipe Wells in…
� 222 MI. (355 KM.) DEATH VALLEY NP. Nowhere
in California is nature’s palette more vividly dis-
played than in the sweeping expanses of Death
Valley NP. From Dante’s View, 5,474 feet above
sea level, is a vista encompassing virtually all of
Death Valley. On the floor below is Badwater, 282
feet below sea level, the lowest point in the U.S.
Rising beyond are the Panamint Mountains, with

11,049-foot Telescope Peak. Prepare for 100-plus-
degree summer heat, and carry plenty of water.

In the northern part of Death Valley, via
Hwy. 190 (Death Valley National Scenic Byway),
is Scotty’s Castle. This Spanish-Moorish palace
was the home of a flamboyant 1920s prospector.
The Death Valley visitor center provides informa-
tion on the area’s attractions. Furnace Creek, in
the heart of Death Valley, features deluxe and
moderately priced lodging, campgrounds, restau-
rants, a general store, and swimming. (For a side
trip, follow Hwy. 178 via Badwater to Shoshone
with a museum, store, accommodations, café, and
gas station or to Tecopa Hot Springs.) For your
return trip, turn left eight miles west of Stovepipe
Wells on an unnumbered highway, with one very
rough, unpaved section, which becomes Hwy.
178, and drive south, past an onyx mine to…
� 74 MI. (118 KM.) TRONA. Roughly two miles
past the Kerr McGee Chemical Plant Westend
Facility in Trona, watch for the Trona Pinnacles
National Natural Landmark turnoff on your left,
the most impressive tufa towers in North
America. Some of the 500 magnificent tufa spires
reach up to 140 feet high and are featured in
many television commercials and films, including
Star Trek V. Follow the road to the “Y” and con-
tinue right until you reach Trona Pinnacles.
(Check road conditions and carry plenty of
water.) Return to Hwy. 178 to reach…
� 20 MI. (34 KM.) RIDGECREST. Hub city for the
northern Deserts region and home of China Lake
Naval Weapons Center. Visit the Maturango
Museum. Leaving Ridgecrest, proceed south to
Hwy. 395, and follow the sign to…
� 21 MI. (34 KM.) RANDSBURG. A living ghost
town and active mining camp. West from town,
take the Red Rock–Randsburg Rd. for 21 miles to
the intersection with Hwy. 14. For an optional
tour to the California Desert Tortoise Natural
Area, turn left off the Red Rock–Randsburg Rd.,
just before the junction with Hwy. 14, on Neuralia
Rd., and follow the road to California City Blvd.
Go east (left), and follow California City Blvd. to
Randsburg-Mojave Rd.; this will be a dirt road for
approximately two miles. A kiosk provides infor-
mation about California’s state reptile and self-
guided tours. Desert tortoises are most active in
the spring. Return by Randsburg-Mojave Rd. to
California City. Continue west for seven miles to
the junction with Hwy. 14. Continue south on
Hwy. 14 to I-5 and return to…
� 247 MI. (395 KM.) LOS ANGELES.Bodie State Historic Park
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Anderson:
Ten miles
south of
Redding
on I-5;
exit

Deschutes Rd.
1699 Hwy. 273
530/365-1180
Arcata: Near inter-
change of Hwys. 101
and 299; exit Giuntoli
Ln./Janes Rd. from Hwy.
101, head west to
Heindon Rd.
1635 Heindon Rd.
707/822-3619
Barstow: Located off of
I-15; exit Lenwood Rd.
to the Tanger Factory
Outlet Center.
2796 Tanger Way, 
Ste. 106
760/253-4782
Los Angeles: From I-10,
exit La Cienega, 
to San Vicente, to
Beverly Blvd.
Beverly Center, 
8500 Beverly Blvd., 
Ste. 150
310/854-7616
Merced: From Hwy. 99
exit at R St.; from Hwy.
140, exit 16th St.. 
710 W. 16th St., Ste. A
209/384-2791
Oceanside: From I-5,
take Coast Hwy. exit.
928 North Coast Hwy.
760/721-1101
Rohnert Park: From
Hwy. 101, exit Golf
Course Rd.  
5000 Roberts Lake Rd.
707/586-3795
San Francisco: PIER
39, 2nd Level, 
Marina Plaza.
415/956-3493
Santa Ana: Intersection
of I-5 and Hwy. 22 at
Main St. exit. From
Hwy. 57 south, exit
Hwy. 22 to Main St.
MainPlace. 
2800 North Main St.,
Ste. 112
714/667-0400

Yucca Valley:
Approximately 19 miles
off of I-10 and just west
of Hwy. 247 on State
Route 62.
56711 29 Palms Hwy.
760/365-6323

DRIVING REGULATIONS
•You must carry a valid

driver’s license.
•It is illegal to drive with

a blood alcohol level of
.08% or higher.

•California law requires
seat belts to be worn by
all passengers. Children
under 6 years old or
weighing less than 60
lbs. must be in an
approved safety seat.

ROAD SAFETY TIPS
Here are some driving
tips from the California
State Automobile
Association:
•During wet weather

slow down. 
•If your vehicle skids,

don’t hit the brakes.
Ease off the accelerator
and steer into the
direction of the skid.

•Check your tire treads,
brakes, and wipers
before your trip.

•If you have car trouble,
turn your hazard lights
on, and pull off the
road.

•Check road conditions
when traveling during
winter.

TRAVELERS WITH 
DISABILITIES
The Americans with
Disabilities Act provides
that all public buildings
be wheelchair accessible
and have accessible rest
rooms. Most hotels and
attractions are outfitted
with wide doorways and
wheelchair ramps. Most
city sidewalk corners
have dropped curbs,
and some public transit
vehicles are equipped
with lifts.

Route 1 – This scenic
shoreline route has
rugged canyon vistas,
steep cliffs, and many
opportunities to view
marine life.
Route 38 – Part of the
“Rim of the World”
Scenic Byway, Route 38
crosses the San
Bernardino Mountains.
Route 62 – The “29
Palms Highway” reaches
Joshua Tree National
Park and features
wildlife viewing areas,
hiking, and camping.
U.S. Highway 66 – A
historic route that once
carried pioneers to the
great West. In
California, Route 66
runs its course between
San Dimas and San
Bernardino.
Tioga Road/Big Oak
Flat Road – This road is
the highest automobile
pass in California. The
road traverses granite
peaks, lakes, wildflower
meadows, and forests of
the Sierra Nevada.

Arco/ampm Store
Locator:
www.arcogas.com 
California Tourism:
800/GO-CALIF or
www.visitcaliforna.com
California Dept. of
Transportation:
24-hour information on
road conditions:
916/445-1534 or
800/427-7623
www.dot.ca.gov
California State Parks:
General: 916/653-6995
Reservations: 
800/444-7275
www.parks.ca.gov 
California Dept. of Fish
& Game:
916/227-2244
www.dfg.ca.gov

California Snow:
415/543-7036
www.californiasnow.com
California RV &
Camping:
888/STAY-CTPA
www.camp-
california.com  
National Parks:
415/556-2766
www.nps.gov
National Scenic Byways:
www.byways.org

California
offers the
most diverse
wildlife
viewing
opportunities of any U.S.
state. More than 1,200
species of mammals,
birds, reptiles, amphib-
ians, and fish live within
our borders.
Throughout California,
the brown and white
binoculars road signs
will lead you to some of
the finest wildlife view-
ing locations in the state. 

WILDLIFE VIEWING TIPS
1. Use the Right Tools
A field guide, binoculars,
and comfortable shoes
are a good start.
2. Watch at Dawn and
Dusk 
This is the time when
most wildlife species are
active.
3. Keep Your Distance 
Stay on trails and main-
tain a comfortable dis-
tance for the wildlife.
4. Stay Quiet
Move slowly and quietly
to increase your chances
of viewing wildlife, and
to avoid stressing ani-
mals.
5. Do Not Feed Wildlife
There is plenty of food
available in the wild.
Feeding may cause ani-
mals to lose their fear of
people, making them
easy prey for poachers.

TRAVELER’S ALMANAC: A handy guide to road-trip information

FILL SMART AT ONE OF OUR 1200 ARCO STATIONS.  ARCOGAS.COM

DRIVING SAFELY

VALUABLE RESOURCES

WELCOME CENTERS SCENIC HIGHWAYS

WILDLIFE VIEWING 
AREAS
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